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“The welfare of a 
nation can 
scarcely be 
inferred from a 
measurement of 
national income”
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Economic growth alone is not 

sufficient to advance societies and 

improve the qualify of life for citizens.

True success, and growth that is 

inclusive, requires achieving both 

economic and social progress.”

“
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The Social Progress Index asks 12 universally important 
questions about the success of our societies
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The Social Progress Index aligns with all SDGs, offering 
a practical way to track and report progress
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The 2024 Social Progress Index aggregates 57 social and environmental 
outcome indicators from 170 countries



10 | socialprogress.org

58,34

58,93

59,42

59,84

60,79

61,18

61,82

62,28

62,94

63,35

63,68 63,75

63,44

2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023

So
cial P

ro
gress In

d
ex Sco

re
After a decade of steady 
growth, for the first time the 
world has fallen into a social 
progress recession
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Change since 2022

Improving countries

Stagnating countries

Declining countries81.5% of the world’s 

population have seen no 
improvement in social 

progress since 2022

4 out of 5 people in the world live in a country that 
is stagnating or declining in social progress
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Rights & Voice has been steadily 

declining across the world since 

2011.

After years of rapid growth, the world has 

seen a decline in Information & 
Communications driven by declining 

freedom of the press.

Health has declined across the world over 

the past year due to deteriorating 

mortality and life expectancy as a result of 

Covid-19. 

The world’s social progress recession is largely driven by declines in 
Health, Information and Rights & Voice
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The European Union has overtaken the US in social progress
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The US is doing a remarkably poor job 
converting its economic resources into 

positive social progress outcomes

US GDP per capita has 

significantly increased since 2011, 

maintaining its rank as the 8th 

highest GDP per capita in the 

world.

Meanwhile its social progress has 

declined and the US has fallen 10 

places in the ranks since 2011 to 

29th in 2023.
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G7 Social Progress 2011 to 2023
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Since 2011, Spain has excelled in Advance Education and Safety, 
but has declined in Rights and Inclusive Society, and it is also 

failing to meet the basic needs of people in Housing and Health
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Peer Countries (based on GDP per capita)
Lithuania, Slovenia, Estonia, Czechia, Japan, Cyprus, 
Israel, Italy, Poland, Oman, Portugal, New Zeeland, 
Republic of Korea, Hungary, France

Overperforming by ≥ 1 point against peers

Overperforming by < 1 point

Performing within expected range 

Underperforming by < 1 point

Underperforming by ≤ 1 point

No data available

Color key

Spain
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The Just Transition Score is a new measure to understand how countries are progressing in 

achieving sustainable and inclusive growth.

It is calculated by using two measures of a country’s sustainability performance: CO2 emissions 

and material footprint. These ‘negatives’, where a lower score is better, are then divided by two 

‘positives’ Social Progress Index and Biodiversity and Habitat, where a higher score is better.

A high Just Transition Score means that a country is achieving higher social progress and 

biodiversity protection with lower CO2 emissions and material footprint.

A low Just Transition Score means that a country is achieving lower social progress and 

biodiversity protection with higher CO2 emissions and material footprint.
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Just Transition Score
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Just Transition Score: Change over time from 2011 to 2022
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Just Transition Score Carbon Efficiency of 
Social Progress

Material Efficiency of 
Social Progress

Since 2011, Spain has significantly improved in Social Progress, 
biodiversity, CO2 emissions & reducing its material footprint
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EU Regional 
Social Progress Index
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HEALTH

EU Regional 
Social Progress Index
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BASIC EDUCATION

EU Regional 
Social Progress Index
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EU averages for the SPI, the sub-indexes 

and dimensions are indicated by a red 

bar.

Closest peer regions in terms of 

population: Comunidad Foral de Navarra 

(ES22, pop. 645000, red circle) and 

Sostines regionas (LT01, pop. 807000, 
red triangle).

*Based on GDP per head in PPS value: 1 

when value below 50, 2 between 50 and 

75, 3 between 75 and 90, 4 between 90 

and 110, 5 above 110.
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EU Social Progress Index
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Social Progress Index for 
32 tourist destinations in 

Costa Rica



Social Progress Index used to define action 
plans for each of the tourist destinations
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"We don't want 5 star hotels in 1 
star communities.”

Márcio Favilla Lucca de Paula

Former Executive Director 

UN World Tourism Organization

What kind of tourism do we want?



Thank you
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