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The year 2018 has been declared European Year of Cultural Heritage.
The Council of Europe and the European Parliament have decided
to establish this year in order to raise public awareness of European
values and history and strengthen a sense of community identity.
Cultural heritage includes not just monuments, landscapes, traditions,
transmitted knowledge and expressions of human creativity, but also
collections kept and managed by museums, libraries and archives, all
of which are means of presenting, preserving and valuing the past.
European cultural heritage is bountiful and highly valuable, offering
numerous opportunities for conveying its values. This heritage
must be preserved from environmental and physical pressures, the
increasingly prevalent digital environment and
the illegal trafficking of cultural assets, all of which
are threats that need to be met.
The main goals of the European Year of Cultural Heritage
are: to promote cultural diversity, intercultural dialogue
and social cohesion; to highlight the economic contribution
of cultural heritage and creativity, particularly for small and
medium-sized businesses, and local and regional development,
while stressing the role of cultural heritage in terms of the
European Union’s external relations, as well as the prevention of
conflicts and, where necessary, the reconciliation and reconstruction
of cultural heritage that has been damaged or destroyed.
The Catalan Tourist Board is joining this initiative with a view to
promoting cultural tourism and will be organizing a number of specific
actions related to this product, providing an ear-marked budget of
€4,000,000.
In doing this, 2018 and 2019 continue the line taken in previous
years, which focused on family tourism (2014), inland and mountain
tourism (2015), gastronomy and wine tourism (2016) and sustainable
tourism (2017).
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Catalonia is a highly diverse Mediterranean destination with a mild
climate and incomparable natural wealth, combing stunning mountain
scenery with the intense light of the seashore.
It is a region with a long history and a restless, innovative society that
has made its mark as a pioneering, highly dynamic region in the fields
of industry, commerce and services. It offers an excellent quality of life
and business climate, and high class infrastructures.
Culture is a characteristic trait of Catalonia, as it is a country of
artists and entrepreneurs who search the past for the essence of
its innovative, open spirit. With its own language and a welcoming
attitude towards visitors, Catalonia offers its rich cultural, tangible and
intangible heritage to the world.

Cultural Tourism in Catalonia

Land of geniuses
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Catalonia is a region full of contrasts in its 32,107 square kilometres.
Time passes more slowly in the Catalan Pyrenees. One can still find
elements of the area’s rural essence, its bygone days, villages and
artistic heritage, the most striking being the Romanesque art.
Little more than two hours’ drive from the Pyrenees, the sea washes
up against the Catalan coast. The Mediterranean, the cradle of
western civilizations in ancient times, boasts one of the world’s most
highly concentrated areas of biodiversity.
Barcelona, the Catalan capital, is one of the most cosmopolitan
Mediterranean cities. Its unique personality blends design and the
avant-garde with its heritage from over two thousand years of history.
It is a city that refuses to present a single face, a single profile of
its controversial physiognomy. Ancestral, bohemian, bourgeois,
revolutionary, warm, welcoming, friendly… all such qualities can
describe Barcelona, yet none of them fully defines it.
Other notable cities, such as Girona, Lleida, Tarragona and Reus
(all connected by high-speed train) and Terrassa, Tortosa, Vic and
Vilafranca del Penedès, have their own unique character. They are at
the forefront of exciting, cutting-edge and avant-garde sociocultural
movements, but also look to their past, in building human towers, or
castells, cultivating fruit trees, tending vines to produce the finest
wines and giving shape and colour to pottery.
These landscapes have provided inspiration to
universal artists, helping shape the artistic
sensibilities of the 20th century. Creative geniuses
have spread the name of Catalonia beyond its
borders. Such is the case of the Picasso’s blue period,
the Miró’s use of light, Dalí’s surrealism and Tàpies’s material
painting.
Catalan culture has successfully combined tradition and roots to
produce works that linger in memory and time, such as the Sagrada
Família church, designed by the genius Antoni Gaudí. The fascination
of Gaudí’s architecture lies in the structural elements he creates, the
sophisticated building techniques and the use of materials, fantasy
and originality in the decorative elements.
Works by other Catalan Modernist architects, such as Domènech i
Montaner, Puig i Cadafalch and Josep M. Jujol, whose legacy remains
imprinted in the creations they have left behind across the length and
breadth of the country, are also worthy of note.

Cultural Tourism in Catalonia

Culture from yesterday,
today and tomorrow
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From Romanesque paintings to fashion accessories and the
architecture of Catalan Modernism, Catalonia is a propitious region
for creativity. This is true not only in relation to the area of visual arts,
but also to those of literature and gastronomy, to name but three.
Maybe it’s the vision of the sea, the pure mountain air or the inland
landscapes; one can only conclude that the country is an inspiration
for local and visiting artists.
The broad range of cultural options in Catalonia means visitors can
follow a trail that dates back to Neanderthal man 8,000 years ago and
traces a path right up to modern day, passing through the ages of
the Iberians, Greeks and Romans, as well as a variety of architectural
styles, such as Romanesque, Gothic and Catalan Modernism, among
others, to that of the present day. Through this architectural tradition,
renowned architects such as Jean Nouvel, Norman Foster, Richard
Meier, Enric Miralles, Benedetta Tagliabue, Jacques Herzog, Pierre
de Meuron and the RCR studio have become symbols of the new
Catalonia seeking its place in the world.
Catalonia is also home to more than 400 museums and centres
dedicated to all periods and artistic styles, which are complemented
by an extensive programme of exhibitions, open to and catering for all
visitors.

Cultural Tourism in Catalonia

UNESCO Heritage
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Catalonia’s artistic and monumental heritage is unique in Europe
and, as a result of this historic and cultural legacy, there are a total
of 11 UNESCO World Heritage assets in the country, three of which
represent intangible cultural heritage and two biosphere reserves.
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Park Güell, Güell Palace,
Casa Milà, Casa Vicens,
Gaudí’s work on the
Sagrada Família Nativity
Façade and Crypt, Casa
Batlló and Colònia Güell
Crypt.

Roman wall, archaeological promenade,
early Christian museum and necropolis,
Roman amphitheatre, Colony forum,
temple, Roman circus, provincial forum,
Mèdol quarry, Arc de Berà arch, tower of
Scipio, Les Ferreres aqueduct, Centcelles
Forman villa, Els Munts villa.

There are also a number of routes that have become established as
quality tourist attractions, such as the Way of Saint James, the Camí
dels Bons Homes (Route of the Cathars), that of Jewish Catalonia, the
Route of the Iberians, the Cistercian Route, the Romanesque Route
or the numerous other routes linked to the region’s cultural, industrial
and religious heritage, such as the Ignatian Way, those offered by
Catalonia Sacra for discovering the region’s ecclesiastical heritage
or those organised by the Industrial Tourism Network of Catalonia for
exploring the heritage of the Industrial Revolution.

Cultural Tourism in Catalonia
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and performances
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In Catalonia, there are arts festivals and cultural events associated
with music, theatre, film, food and wine throughout the year.
The wide variety of music tourism options available at the region’s
major concert venues should also be mentioned. Furthermore, many
towns organise music festivals at monument sites and in areas of
special artistic interest throughout the summer.

Festivals
and traditions

The people of Catalonia place great importance on maintaining their
festivals and traditions that form a deeply-rooted part of their history.
This is why many significant festivals are held throughout the year,
such as the Diada de Sant Jordi (Saint George’s Day), when roses and
books are traditionally given as gifts.
Some of these festivals are considered Intangible World Heritage.
This is the case of the castells, or human towers, the Patum festival in
Berga and the Fire and Summer Solstice festivals.

Food
and wine

Since the times of the first Greek and Roman settlements, Catalonia
has been fascinated by food and wine. It is omnipresent in every
corner of the country, whether in the form of producers, the first step
in the gastronomic chain, or restaurants. The latter have been at the
forefront of the culinary revolution experienced in Catalonia over the
last 25 years that has made it a world leader. Chefs such as Ferran
Adrià, Carme Ruscalleda and the Roca brothers have placed Catalan
cuisine among the finest in the world. The 68 Michelin stars held by
54 Catalan restaurants acknowledge their tradition, quality, innovation
and hard work.
Catalan cuisine is landscape put in a pot, as the writer Josep Pla said.
Surf and turf are often mixed in traditional Catalan cuisine in a number
of different products. The Catalan pantry is varied, delicious and of
the highest quality. Cheeses, cured meats, wines and cava, with 12
different designations of origin, meats, fish and vegetables. Products
that vary with the seasons, filling the markets of towns and cities.
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The challenge facing the Year of Cultural Tourism is to position culture
as a key, differentiating factor for the destination, with tourism playing
an essential role: highlighting the value of culture and contributing to
its social and economic sustainability.
Thus, it is a two-way challenge whereby culture strengthens the
uniqueness of cultural tourist attractions; while tourism ensures the
sustainability of culture.
This European declaration is an opportunity for the Catalan
government to stress the role of culture and cultural heritage, both
tangible and intangible, as a key, differentiating and unique factor for
destinations in Catalonia.
The Catalan Tourist Board wants to stress the value of all cultural
heritage, from the internationally renowned to the more local and
less known. Cultural heritage is found all over Catalonia and the aim
is to constantly improve the balance between the different regions
and ensure that the economic benefits of cultural tourism are widely
distributed.

Creating uniqueness

Culture

Tourism

Socioeconomic sustainability

Creating differentiation and
uniqueness

That which defines the identity of a destination, which characterizes
it, is its cultural legacy. Cultural legacy includes language, customs,
traditions, architecture, music, arts, cuisine, the way of understanding
life and everything that distinguishes one region from another. The aim
is to publicize the cultural legacy of Catalonia in a very special way
during the Year of Cultural Tourism 2019.
It is essential to celebrate the distinguishing features of Catalan culture
as they constitute its wealth and represent its destinations’ most
valuable assets. Thus its preservation must be guaranteed, so that
many more generations of citizens and tourists can enjoy this wealth.

Year of Cultural Tourism 2018-2019
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Strengthening these distinguishing features and guaranteeing their
preservation requires they be publicized and shared, reinforcing
highlighting makes them different while maintaining their authenticity.
And all this can be done through tourism.
The uniqueness of Catalan culture in its identity and present in each
of the country’s destination is also shared with European culture.
Thus, the cultural heritage of each European destination is all part of
the European brand as a destination.
Europe has a common history and heritage in terms of political events
and the cultural, economic and social trends that have shaped its
essence over the centuries. And that is what visitors from around the
world find when they come to Catalonia; a unique territory and an
experience shared through tourism.

Goals

The goals of the Year of Cultural Tourism 2018-2019 in Catalonia
are to:
· Create a more direct link to position culture as a differentiating factor
within the Catalunya brand.
· Increase the volume of tourism income by offering a higher value
tourism experience.
· Promote the creation of a quality offer oriented towards quality
demand, by transforming cultural resources into saleable tourism
products.
· Stress Catalonia’s value as a destination of self-governed, sustainable
and competitive destinations, promoting better territorial distribution
of tourism.
· Take this opportunity to reduce seasonal differences in tourism,
highlighting the tourism value of Catalan culture.
· Increase the consumption of cultural tourism experiences by visitors
once in Catalonia.
· Maximize the benefits to local residents from culture when it makes
the most of tourism.

Year of Cultural Tourism 2018-2019

Involvement
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The tourism and cultural industries in Catalonia are deeply involved in
organizing and executing the different actions in the Year of Cultural
Tourism 2018-2019, including both their own activities and those
proposed by the Government of Catalonia Ministries of Tourism and
Culture.
The Year of Cultural Tourism is a proposal by the Catalan Tourist
Board, part of the Ministry of Business and Knowledge, and is
being developed jointly and in coordination with the Government
of Catalonia’s Ministry of Culture, which is, in turn, responsible for
implementing a specific cultural heritage promotion programme as
part of the European Year of Cultural Heritage in Catalonia.
The provincial council tourist boards and Turisme de Barcelona, all
members of the Catalan Tourist Board's Governing Body, are also
working closely to propose actions for promoting cultural tourism.
In addition, Catalan institutions, companies and cultural organizations
provide information on actions they organize to promote Catalan
culture that could also be of interest to tourists.
The main cultural institutions meet regularly. They make up the Year
of Cultural Tourism 2018-2019 General Council and establish the lines
to follow. And the two Government of Catalonia ministries involved
form part of several committees (both executive and technical), which
manage the day-to-day tasks associated with the strategies being
implemented.

Year of Cultural Tourism 2018-2019

15

Markets

As well as publicizing the Year of Cultural Tourism in the Catalan
market, the Catalan Tourist Board has selected a number of markets
in which to focus promotional actions during the year. These are either
markets where tourists show a high interest in cultural tourism or ones
where, although they are major generating markets, culture is not one
of the main reasons for travel, with the aim of making it so:

Nearby markets

··
··
··
··

Distant markets

·· United States and Canada
·· Australia
·· China

France
Germany
Russia
Italy

··
··
··
··

United Kingdom and Ireland
Spain
Belgium
Nordic countries

·· Japan
·· Chile
·· South Korea

Year of Cultural Tourism 2018-2019

Promotion
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2019
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Different organizations and companies taking part in the Year of
Cultural Tourism plan to organize a number of promotional activities
during 2019 to bring Catalan culture to different markets.
A number of actions have been organized targeting both professional
and general audiences in Catalonia and abroad.

Actions aimed
at professionals

International

Roadshows
Organized by: Turisme de Barcelona and the Catalan Tourist Board
Dates: from March to November
Location: Bogotá, Buenos Aires, Lima, Rio de Janeiro, Santiago de
Chile and São Paulo (South America), Mexico City, Monterey, Dallas
(Mexico and the USA) and Seoul, Osaka and Tokyo (Asia)
Marketing actions to publicize Catalan cultural tourism in different
distant source markets, such as the USA, Canada and China. The aim
is to consolidate the positioning of Barcelona and the rest of Catalonia
within these markets.
The Catalan Tourist Board is organizing two roadshows:
one from 25 to 29 March in South America (Rio de Janeiro, Buenos
Aires and Santiago de Chile), and one in Asia (Seoul, Osaka and
Tokyo) from 25 to 29 November.
Turisme de Barcelona is also involved in organizing two further
roadshows: South America (São Paulo, Lima, Bogotá) from 3 to
7 June, and Mexico and the USA (Mexico City, Monterey, Dallas) from
30 September to 4 October.

Presentations at classical music concerts
Organized by: Barcelona Obertura
Dates: 8 May
Place: Berlin
Presentations of Barcelona and Catalonia aimed at music tourism
opinion leaders in the main European markets, who will be invited to
concerts by the Casals Quartet.

Year of Cultural Tourism 2018-2019

SomCultura Tour
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Organized by: the Catalan Tourist Board
Dates: from March to November
Location: London (United Kingdom), Amsterdam (the Netherlands),
Valparaíso (Chile) and Hong Kong (China).
Presentations showcasing the range of cultural tourism options on
offer in Catalonia, one from each zone, by taking a tour of the region
to discover its cultural and natural history.
The series of presentations launched in 2018 for main source markets
is set to continue. This year, the schedule will include two more
European events and a further two in distant markets.
The Valparaíso presentation will be linked to the Gaudí Exhibition
organized by the Gaudí Research Institute.

58th Venice Biennale International Art Exhibition
Organized by: Ramon Llull Institute
Dates: from 11 May to 24 November
Place: Venice
Website: www.labiennale.org
Catalonia will participate in the 58th Venice Biennale International Art
Exhibition as part of the Eventi Collaterali programme, with a project
curated by Pedro Azara, entitled ‘Losing your Head (Idols)’.
‘Losing your Head (Idols)’ is a proposal which involves artists (David
Bestué, Marcel Borràs, Albert García-Alzórriz), architects (Tiziano
Schürch), and documentary filmmakers (Dolors Magallón), both in a
dialectic and collaborative sense.

Year of Cultural Tourism 2018-2019
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Barcelona, guest city of honour at the Buenos Aires International
Book Fair
Organized by: the Ramon Llull Institute and the Barcelona City Council
Institute of Culture with the support of the Catalan Tourist Board
Dates: from 23 April to 13 May
Location: Buenos Aires
The Fair is a major event that receives extensive media coverage,
with an impact that far exceeds that associated with a typical book
fair. It is open to the general public, with an important literary festival
element featuring a packed programme of activities and attracting a
large number of visitors.
As a guest city, Barcelona will have a stand that will include a work
space, bookshop and its own auditorium for organizing cultural
activities. The stand will act as a fantastic hub for promoting the city’s
culture. An activity programme will also be organized with the forty
writers invited to the Fair. The Fair’s official opening event will take
place on 25 April 2019 and will be attended by authors and other
figures from the world of literature and culture.
The Catalan Tourist Board will organize a presentation aimed at
tourism influencers.

In Catalonia

Industrial Tourism blogtrip
Organized by: the Catalan Tourist Board and the Industrial Tourism
Network of Catalonia (XATIC)
Dates: November
Place: Paisatges Barcelona, Costa Barcelona and Costa Brava
Industrial tourism is a tourism option that goes a step further in
discovering a region. Organized to coincide with the Industrial Tourism
Week promoted by the Industrial Tourism Network of Catalonia every
year in November, we will offer a group of European bloggers a
chance to discover the region’s industrial legacy for themselves.

Year of Cultural Tourism 2018-2019

ORA. Romanesque Operation
Centenary
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Organized by: the Catalan Tourist Board, the Provincial Councils of
Barcelona, Girona and Lleida, the National Art Museum of Catalonia
(MNAC) and other local and regional organizations and entities
Dates: from March to July
Place: USA and Catalonia
The year 2019 marks the centenary of the operation set up to recover
the Romanesque paintings of the churches of the Catalan Pyrenees
and prevent their sale and export to American museums. The
Catalan Tourist Board, which works to encourage decentralisation,
deseasonalisation, diversification and increased spending on tourism,
plans to commemorate the anniversary by developing a twinning
project between American museums, the MNAC and the other
Catalan museums that contain Catalan Romanesque art, and the
areas of Catalonia that feature examples of Romanesque art that can
be visited by the public in the provinces of Barcelona, Girona and
Lleida. The project will include presentations, familiarization trips and
communication campaigns.

B-Industrial and Professional Industrial Tourism Conference
Organized by: El Generador and Fira de Barcelona
Dates: from 22 to 24 March
Place: Barcelona
Website: http://b-industrial.elgenerador.cat/en
Trade fair with different stands presenting the range of industrial tourism
options on offer in Catalonia and abroad, which will also include an
Activities Area for the general public featuring demonstrations, tasting
session, games and workshops, among other events.
Running in parallel to the fair, the Conference will also include a series of
presentations showcasing industrial tourism products and projects, along
with workshops-debates, visits and cocktail-networking opportunities.

Year of Cultural Tourism 2018-2019
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Presentation of the calendar of Modernist fairs
Organized by: Barcelona Provincial Council Tourism Promotion Office
Dates: 26 April
Place: Sant Pau Modernist Site, Barcelona
The Barcelona Provincial Council Tourism Promotion Office is involved
in the coordination of a series of actions that position the Barcelona
region as a Modernist destination in the different markets.
Among these actions is the joint presentation of an annual calendar
of Modernist fairs and festivals in Barcelona and its surrounding
regions, in an event aimed at influencers and online content creators
(Instagrammers and bloggers), as well as the general public, and
publicized via social media.
The objectives of this action are, firstly, to consolidate the image of
the Barcelona destination as a Modernist destination and, secondly, to
encourage residents to visit other places in the region to discover the
different fairs associated with this theme organized in the Barcelona
area from May to October.

Presentation of Tourism for the Curious
Organized by: Barcelona Provincial Council Tourism Promotion Office
Dates: first half of 2019
Place: to be confirmed
The Tourism Promotion Office has decided to promote a series of
strategies aimed at positioning the Barcelona area as a destination for
cultural tourism in the different markets.
With the aim of approaching this project from an open, inclusive and
unprejudiced angle, work has begun on a future line of action called
Tourism for the Curious, which has the following goals:
· To promote a fresh and motivational feel in relation to activities
associated with heritage, science and culture.
· To provide a range of cultural and scientific activities organized as
part of the tourism prism and make them available to interested
audiences.
· To approach the promotion of tourism from a demand perspective.
· To promote the tourism potential of the region and the cultural
resources of the Barcelona province.

Year of Cultural Tourism 2018-2019
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The Curious Wine Lover
Organized by: Barcelona Provincial Council Tourism Promotion Office
Dates: all year round
Place: online content
The concept of ‘Tourism for the Curious’ not only serves to promote
resources linked to heritage, but also other attractions related to
cuisine, wine tourism, popular culture or nature.
With that in mind, a series of twelve short videos has been
commissioned to present various tourism proposals for curious
people in the Barcelona area, using wine as the central theme through
which to explore history, heritage, landscape, gastronomy and wine
tourism. This content will be distributed through the ‘Do you have
plans for this weekend?’ newsletter (with over 70,000 subscribers),
the ‘Barcelona is much more’ website and the various social media
profiles (Facebook, Instagram and Twitter).

Culture Instawalk in Lleida
Organized by: Lleida Provincial Council Tourist Board
Dates: 2019
Instagrammers tour and take photos of the cultural sites of Lleida as
part of a competition.

3th Cultural Heritage Conference
Organized by: Catalan Cultural Heritage Agency
Dates: November
Place: Barcelona
A conference for reflecting on and discussing cultural heritage, with
the participation of national and international speakers. The central
theme for 2019 will focus on the application of new technologies
within cultural heritage.

Year of Cultural Tourism 2018-2019
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European Cultural Heritage Days
Organized by: Catalan Cultural Heritage Agency
Dates: 11, 12 and 13 October 2019
Place: Catalonia
These are Europe’s most widely celebrated heritage-related
participatory cultural events. Catalonia, through the Catalan Cultural
Heritage Agency, participates every year with the organization of
numerous free activities throughout the region. This year, the scope of
the project will be significantly expanded to include new municipalities
and additional venues.

Tourism Promotion Plans
Organized by: Directorate-General for Tourism
Dates: 2019
The Directorate-General for Tourism will open a public call for
applications to grant local entities funds to develop cultural tourism
resources with a view to promoting cultural tourism.

University support in the Year of Cultural Tourism
Organized by: Calonge - Sant Antoni Chair of Gastronomy, Culture
and Tourism
Dates: throughout 2019
The Calonge - Sant Antoni Chair of Gastronomy, Culture and Tourism
will be carrying out actions to support the Year of Cultural Tourism, at
all the events planned in the Action Plan for 2019.

Tourism Research Conferences
Organized by: Multidisciplinary tourism research laboratory
Dates: 2019
Members of the lab will present the Year of Cultural Tourism 2019
initiative at congresses they attend as cultural tourism researchers.

Year of Cultural Tourism 2018-2019
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Year of Cultural Tourism Costa Brava Girona
Organized by: Costa Brava Girona Tourist Board
Dates: 2019
The Costa Brava Girona Tourist Board manages the range of cultural
options offered by the Costa Brava & Pirineu de Girona tourism
brands through the Cultura i Identitat marketing club, which has
around 80 members, including festivals, museums and heritage
organisations, promotional bodies and cultural businesses.
This promotional formula, headed up by members in the local region,
seeks to ensure that tourism and culture industries work together in
creating new languages, new synergies and new tourism products.
For the Year of Cultural Tourism, the CostaBrava Girona Tourist Board
and the Cultura i Identitat club will highlight and develop the cultural
offer in all their state-wide and international promotion campaigns,
targeting both the end public and professionals.
By way of communications materials published to illustrate and
highlight the Year of Cultural Tourism, the marketing club has
produced a specific press pack on cultural tourism resources in the
area, a promotional video in various languages, a pull-out map of
festivals, multilingual content for use by opinion leaders and a widereaching online advertising campaign, among other initiatives.
As well as the actions described in the press pack involving the tourist
board, the following activities have also been organized:
· Presentation of the range of cultural options offered in the Costa
Brava and Pirineu de Girona areas.
· Week of the Costa Brava and the Pyrenees in the Basque Country.
· Multi-product promotional action, TastEmotion in Ambers, Amsterdam
and Stockholm.
· Press trip showcasing the range of cultural options associated with
Dalí.
· Diverse culturally-themed familiarization trips.

Year of Cultural Tourism 2018-2019
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University tourism
Organized by: Girona Faculty of Tourism
Dates: 2017, 2018 and 2019
1st action: The Girona Faculty of Tourism will provide promotional
material relating to the Year of Cultural Tourism to ERASMUS students
from the University of Girona to carry out promotion activities in their
immediate area.
2nd action: The Girona Faculty of Tourism will publicize the Year of
Cultural Tourism initiative among ERASMUS students from other
universities currently studying at the University of Girona through the
organization of a talk and supply of promotional materials.

'Lleida, art and culture' Conference
Organized by: Lleida Provincial Council Tourist Board
Dates: 2019
Place: Lleida
As part of the Lleida Culture Project, a conference will be
organized for the sector, with the aim of improving the destination’s
competitiveness.

There is much more to Modernisme in Barcelona
Organized by: Tourism Promotion Office
(Barcelona Provincial Council Tourism Services Management Office)
Dates: 2019
With the aim of positioning the area as a Catalan Modernism
destination, a joint presentation will be held for all the Modernist fairs
held in the Barcelona region. Aimed at the professional and general
public.

Year of Cultural Tourism 2018-2019

Friends of Picasso
Organized by: Barcelona Provincial Council
(Tourism Services and Cultural Management Offices)
Dates: 2019
Project for promoting tourism to the different Picasso sites in the
Barcelona region: Caldes d’Estrac, Caldes de Montbui and Gósol.
Creation of content and routes for the landscapes that Picasso
discovered through his Catalan friends.
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Actions aimed
at the general public
International
Cultural theming at tourism fair stands with a multisensorial
virtual reality booth.
Organized by: Catalan Tourist Board
Dates: Fitur, Mobile World Congress, B-Travel, Getaways Mercat
The general fairs will include the Year of Cultural Tourism theme.
Experiential marketing is one of the key elements in the Catalan
Tourist Board’s digital strategy to promote the tourist attractions
of Catalonia. In the multisensorial immersion booth, visitors can
experience a trip to the main features of Catalan culture, from popular
festivals to the wealth of historical and architectural heritage, from
Catalan agriculture to a vision of the future, with a futuristic depiction
of the Sagrada Família when the work is finally complete. All of this is
accompanied by movement, fragrances and changes in temperatures.

‘Persecuted and Saved’ Exhibition
Organized by: Lleida Tourist Board and the Institute of Lleida Studies
Dates: spring 2019
Place: Europe
Website: www.perseguitsisalvats.cat
This project retraces seven routes in the Pirineu de Lleida area, which
represented the sole means of escape for those fleeing the Holocaust.
These routes of refuge and freedom have become hiking trails which
take visitors on an emotive journey back in time, while paying homage
to those anonymous and determined people. The year 2019 marks
the final leg of the exhibition that is currently touring round various
European cities.
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Organized by: the Government of Catalonia Ministry of Culture, the
Catalan Tourist Board, Barcelona Booksellers' Association, Book
Industry Chamber of Commerce of Catalonia and a number of other
organizations (publishers, booksellers, distributors, florists and local
authorities, among others)
Dates: 23 April
Place: various markets
With the goal of raising awareness with regard to Catalonia’s tradition
of celebrating Sant Jordi (St. George's Day) with books and roses,
the www.booksandroses.cat website will list all the activities being
organized for this festival around the world. In addition, the Catalan
Tourist Board will organize promotional activities aimed at general and
professional audiences, in order to publicize Catalan culture through
this tradition.
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‘The Route of Chance’ advertising campaign
Organized by: Catalan Tourist Board
Dates: 2019
‘The Route of Chance’ is a proposal to encourage visitors to explore
Catalonia beyond Barcelona, following a route themed around the rich
cultural, tangible and intangible heritage of Catalonia. The campaign
consists of:
· Graphics in the written online and printed media.
· A spot leading to a landing that describes six major routes in
Catalonia.

Segueix
el viatge a

catalunya.com

RBA advertising campaign
Organized by: Catalan Tourist Board
Dates: all year
The RBA Group channels (such as National Geographic, Viajar, Lecturas, Semana and In Style) will show content on Catalan culture in
all its forms (tangible heritage, popular and traditional culture, cuisine,
wines, contact with locals and more).
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Culture as a topic on the Catalonia is your Home microsite.
Organized by: Catalan Tourist Board
Dates: 2019
The ‘Catalonia is your Home’ microsite will include a cultural
agenda and topics related to culture, covering the range of cultural
experiences available in Catalonia.

Advertising campaign with Vueling
Organized by: Catalan Tourist Board (ACT) and Vueling
Dates: two campaigns are planned, the first in April and the second
in September-October
A joint advertising campaign with Vueling, a leading airline operating
at Barcelona-El Prat Airport, with a 38% market share and network
connecting more than 130 European destinations. The media
advertising budget (forecast to total €800,000), mainly online, focuses
on two strategic markets for Vueling and Catalonia:
France and Italy.
The aims of the campaign are:
1. Building the international profile of Catalonia and Vueling:
strengthening the link between the two brands and raising their profile
in the relevant international markets.
2. Catalonia, beyond Barcelona: publicizing Catalonia and
encouraging interest beyond Barcelona, communicating the different
experiences and emotions on offer in Catalonia.
3. Reducing the seasonal nature of tourist demand: strengthening
mid-season tourism, before and after the high season. Presentation of
alternative experiences to those popularly associated with
the high season.
The current Vueling campaign will move towards a specific concept:
We Love Catalonia beyond Barcelona.
The campaign content will also be publicized via other Vueling
channels: My Vueling City website, social media and the Ling in-flight
magazine.
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Year of Cultural Tourism campaign on Catalunya Experience
social media
Organized by: Catalan Tourist Board
Dates: 2019
Actions will be carried out throughout the year via the Catalunya
Experience social media channels, which has over 1.2 million
followers, to promote concepts associated with the Year of Cultural
Tourism, such as elements recognized as United World Heritage
through an action involving content creators, festivals and traditions
featuring Catalan Instagrammers who will publish stories and photos
of the events, etc.
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In Catalonia

Specific campaigns, thematic and
commemorative years

Activities promoting popular and traditional culture
Organized by: Adifolk
Dates: from April to September
Place: various markets
Website: www.adifolk.cat
32nd International Meeting 2019 in Copenhagen. From 26 to 28 April.
47th International Folk Conferences. From 6 to 25 September in
various towns around Catalonia.
Different actions to promote examples of popular Catalan culture.

Museums in the street
Organized by: Regional Museum Networks of Catalonia and Girona
Provincial Council
Dates: November
Place: Catalonia
Joint activity involving all the museums in the regional networks to
bring culture, heritage and performance to a local audience.
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Organized by: the Catalan Tourist Board
Dates: from 3 to 5 May
Place: Passeig Lluís Companys in Barcelona
Street festival with ideas for getaways and experiences to enjoy
Catalonia’s tangible and intangible cultural heritage.
Market geared towards getaways in the Catalan rural inland regions
with a significant cultural component. This street market enables
the tourism industry to offer cultural and wine and gastronomy
experiences, among others, which the public can book on the spot.
Enjoyable activities such as workshops and product tastings are also
planned.

Welcome to the Farm
Organized by: Prodeca, Alícia Foundation and the Catalan Tourist
Board, with the support of local, regional and provincial councils
Dates: 31 May, 1 & 2 June
Place: Catalonia
Website: benvingutsapages.cat
During the weekend, farms will be opening their doors to the general
public, so they can learn about life ‘down on the farm’. Catalan
restaurants and hotels will provide special offers over the weekend
and parallel cultural activities will be organized throughout the region.
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Year of Gaspar de Portolà
Organized by: Lleida Provincial Council Tourist Board
Dates: all year round
Place: Catalonia
Exhibition and activities associated with the tricentenary of the birth of
Gaspar de Portolà.
Launch of the 3 ‘Gaspar de Portolà Art and Culture’ routes.

Specific campaign for the dissemination of World Heritage
Organized by: Lleida Provincial Council Tourist Board
Dates: all year round
Place: Lleida
Campaign highlighting the main icons of Lleida: prehistoric paintings
of the Mediterranean, the architecture sites in the Vall de Boí, the
Falles del Pirineu festival, La Seu Vella and the dry-stone walling.

Twentieth anniversary of the reopening of the Gran Teatre
del Liceu opera house
Organized by: Gran Teatre del Liceu Foundation
Dates: launched in 2016 and concluding in 2019
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.liceubarcelona.cat
The Liceu opera house is celebrating 20 years since it reopened its
doors to continue offering its historic musical legacy.

1,000 years of Oliba. Building a new country
Organized by: Barcelona Provincial Council (Tourism Service
Management, Culture Management, Natural Park Network and the
Local Architectural Heritage Service)
Dates: throughout 2019
As part of the millennium celebrations of the appointment of Oliba as
bishop of Vic, the Barcelona Provincial Council aims to highlight his
legacy through a series of actions aimed at promoting the Romanesque
heritage associated with this figure, coordinated by various areas of
the corporation and in conjunction with the Vic Episcopal Museum, the
Way of Oliba, Catalonia Sacra and Montserrat.
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Cervera, 2019 Capital of Catalan Culture
Organized by: Directorate-General for Popular Culture and Cultural
Associations
Dates: all year round
Cervera has been named Capital of Catalan Culture for 2019. This
initiative was launched by the Catalan Capital of Culture Organization
in 2004 to ‘contribute to broadening the social dissemination, use
and prestige of the Catalan language and culture, increase cultural
cohesion in regions of Catalan language and culture and, lastly,
promote and project the town designated Catalan Capital of Culture
both at home and abroad’. The initiative is inspired by the European
Capital of Culture, a title which, since 1985, has been granted by the
European Commission and Parliament to one or two European cities,
giving them the opportunity to display their cultural development and
life throughout the year.

Hello family!
Organized by: Catalan Tourist Board
Dates: from 7 to 9 June
Catalonia says hello to the family, organizing one weekend with over
100 fun cultural activities, so that families can enjoy and discover
the culture, traditions and resources of Catalonia and its family
destinations.

4th Industrial Tourism Week
Organized by: Industrial Tourism Network of Catalonia (XATIC)
Dates: from 2 to 10 November
Place: Catalonia
Website: www.xatic.cat
Museums, old factories, mines, textile colonies, interpretation centres
and a number of companies will open their doors to the public,
with almost a hundred activities on offer so that visitors are able to
experience Catalan industrial heritage from a new perspective and
have an opportunity to discover the Catalan productive fabric through
the organization of open days at industrial companies around the
region.
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Bus a Cegues (Mystery Bus)
Organized by: Industrial Tourism Network of Catalonia (XATIC)
Dates: 2 November
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.xatic.cat

© Marga Cruz

A number of buses take visitors on a mystery tour of Catalonia that
allows passengers to visit various facilities that make up the Industrial
Tourism Network of Catalonia and discover the region’s industrial
heritage in an interesting and innovative way. The participants do not
know their destination or route until they are on board the bus.

360 years of the Treaty of the Pyrenees
Organized by: Vall de Camprodon Municipal Association
Dates: summer and autumn
Place: Camprodon
It was 360 years ago that the border was moved and the regions of
Northern Catalonia (the Roussillon, El Conflent, El Vallespir, half of
Cerdanya and El Capcir) was transferred to French rule. In Vall de
Camprodon, therefore, part of this border marks its territorial boundary.
Over the course of the years, this has resulted in the valley becoming
a border region, an area of transit. This 360-year anniversary will be
commemorated with the organization of a variety of activities (talks,
exhibitions).

80 years since the end of the Spanish Civil War
Organized by: various town councils in Vall de Camprodon
Dates: all year round
Place: Vall de Camprodon
The Spanish Civil War ended 80 years ago and several of the Vall de
Camprodon town councils will be organizing events to commemorate
this anniversary.
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Exhibitions

‘The Hidden Treasure’
Organized by: Vic Episcopal Museum
Dates: until 25 February
Place: Vic
Website: www.museuepiscopalvic.com
An exhibition on the treasure hidden in the cross of Sant Joan de les
Abadesses: precious materials and small sets of relics.

‘Persecuted and Saved’
Organized by: Lleida Provincial Council Tourist Board and the Institute
of Lleida Studies
Dates: all year round
Place: Lleida
Website: www.perseguitsisalvats.cat
Exhibition and activities on the escape routes across the Pyrenees
used by people suffering persecution during the Second World War.

‘Salvador Dalí. Robert Whitaker 1967-1972’
Organized by: Gala-Salvador Dalí Foundation. Dalí Theatre Museum
Dates: until May
Place: Figueres
Website: www.salvador-dali.org

Salvador Dalí in front of his painting, ‘Tuna
Fishing’ (1966-67).
Photography, Robert Whitaker.
© Gala-Salvador Dalí Foundation, Figueres,
2018. Image rights of Salvador Dalí reserved.

Selection of the many portraits that the English photographer Bob
Whitaker took of Salvador Dalí in his home-workshop in Portlligat and
in Paris between 1967 and 1972. The images belong to the Robert
Whitaker collection and have recently been acquired by the GalaSalvador Dalí Foundation.
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‘Dalí/Raphael, a prolonged revelry’
Organized by: Gala-Salvador Dalí Foundation. Dalí Theatre Museum
Dates: until December
Place: Figueres
Website: www.salvador-dali.org

Detail from The Ascension of Saint Cecilia
© Salvador Dalí,
Gala-Salvador Dalí Foundation,
Figueres, 2018.

From his early works to those produced during the final years of
the figurative painter’s life, Dalí’s work abounds with references to
Raphael and the Renaissance, serving to assert the importance
of the tradition and his own worth as an artist with respect to his
contemporaries.

‘Lee Miller and Surrealism in Britain’
Organized by: Joan Miró Foundation
Dates: until 20 January
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.fmirobcn.org
American photographer Lee Miller and her partner, English artist
Roland Penrose, acted as ambassadors of the Surrealist cause in
Britain and were also close friends with Joan Miró, who maintained
an ongoing connection with the British scene that resulted in his
monographic exhibition at the Tate Gallery in 1964.

‘Lina Bo Bardi Drawing’
Organized by: Joan Miró Foundation
Dates: from 15 February to 26 May
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.fmirobcn.org
This exhibition is about the profound sense of connection that
architect Lina Bo Bardi (1914-1992) had with drawing.
More than a design tool, for her, drawing was a primordial expressive
medium fuelled by a strong sense of curiosity and doubt.
Although she never claimed it to be an independent artistic language,
she embraced it with artistic purpose. She saw drawing as both noun
and verb, outcome and process, object and relationship.
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‘Jaume Plensa’
Organized by: Barcelona Museum of Contemporary Art
Dates: until 22 April
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.macba.cat
The solo exhibition of Jaume Plensa’s work at the MACBA offers a
broad overview of the work of one of Catalonia’s most internationally
renowned sculptors.

‘Stanley Kubrick’
Organized by: Barcelona Contemporary Culture Center (CCCB)
Dates: until 31 March
Place: Barcelona
Website: http://www.cccb.org/en
The exhibition examines the creative career of New York director
Stanley Kubrick (1928-1999), from his formative years as a
photographer at Look magazine, to his twelve feature films and
ending with those projects that either remain unfinished or were taken
on by other filmmakers.

‘Quantica: In Search of the Invisible’
Organized by: Barcelona Contemporary Culture Center (CCCB)
Dates: from 9 April to 24 September
Place: Barcelona
Website: http://www.cccb.org/en

©Adrià Goula, CCCB

The exhibition provides the keys to understanding the principles of
fundamental physics through the joint creative work of scientists,
educators and artists. The project invites the public to have their
curiosity awakened by exploring the new paradigms of modern
science and engage in their critical evaluation.
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‘Picasso Discovers Paris’
Organized by: Picasso Museum
Dates: until 20 January
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.museupicasso.bcn.cat

Pablo Picasso
Pablo W and Manuel Pallarès contemplating
the Eiffel Tower
Barcelona or Paris, 1900
Pen and sepia ink on paper
8.8 x 11.1 cm

As part of its permanent collection, the Picasso Museum in Barcelona
is exhibiting a number of Impressionist and Symbolist pieces from the
Musée d'Orsay in Paris and the Musée national Picasso-Paris. These
works will allow the public to fully appreciate the impact his first two
visits to Paris had on the young Picasso.

Pablo Picasso donation, 1970
Museu Picasso, Barcelona.
Photograph, Gasull Photography.
© Successió Pablo Picasso,
VEGAP, Madrid 2018

‘Sabartés by Picasso by Sabartés’
Organized by: Picasso Museum
Dates: until 24 February
Place: Barcelona
Website: http://www.museupicasso.bcn.cat/en

Alexander Liberman
Jaume Sabartés with the frame of the portrait
'Jaume Sabartés with Pince-Nez' (1901)
Modern copy. Paris, c. 1951
Getty Research Institute, Los Angeles.
Alexander
© Alexander Liberman – J. Paul Getty Trust
© Successió Pablo Picasso,
VEGAP, Madrid 2018

Fifty years after the death of Jaume Sabartés, who founded the
Picasso Museum in Barcelona along with Pablo Picasso, the personal
archives held by the Museum have finally been made available
to researchers. To mark the occasion, the Picasso Museum in
Barcelona has organized an exhibition that aims to pay tribute to
Jaume Sabartés, not just as the life-long friend and confident of the
20th century’s most decisive painter, but also on the basis of his
own personal career as a biographer, writer, translator, teacher and
intellectual, politically committed to the issues of his time.
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‘Pablo Picasso and the Publishers Gustavo Gili.
Work and Friendship’
Organized by: Picasso Museum
Dates: until 24 February
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.museupicasso.bcn.cat/en
Unknown author
Gustau Gili, Pablo Picasso and Anna Maria
Torra at Notre-Dame-de-Vie
Salt print, black ink
and blue ballpoint pen
Mougins, 5 December 1970
(dedication)
Gustau Gili and Anna Maria Torra Archive.
Picasso Museum, Barcelona. Acquisition, 2016
MPB 114.06

The exhibition represents the first public presentation of the Anna
Maria Torra and Gustavo Gili Esteve Archive acquired by the Picasso
Museum Foundation in 2014 and a selection of documents from the
collection donated by the Gustavo Gili publishing house the same
year. It is complemented with works and documents from other
private institutions and collections.

© Successió Pablo Picasso,
VEGAP, Madrid 2018

‘LIBERXINA, Pop and New Artistic Behaviour, 1966-1971’
Organized by: Barcelona Contemporary Culture Center (CCCB)
Dates: until 22 April
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.cccb.org/en

Poster for Oriflama
(cover of issue no. 70, May 1968),
Enric Sió, 1968.

The artistic works created in Catalonia during the second half of the
1960s, which shared the common ideals of generational renewal and
revolution that erupted in various centres worldwide, will be presented
in this exhibition to coincide with the 50th anniversary of May ‘68.

Barcelona Gallery Weekend
Organized by: Art Barcelona
Dates: autumn
Place: Barcelona and the surrounding area
Website: www.barcelonagalleryweekend.com
Exhibitions at various art galleries and a parallel programme of artistic
interventions at unique sites.
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‘Optical and Kinetic Art’
Organized by: Catalunya La Pedrera Foundation
Dates: until 27 January
Place: Barcelona
Website: fundaciocatalunya-lapedrera.com
An exhibition presenting the international kinetic movement from the
1950s and 1960s, focusing on its utopian nature.

‘Oliba, Bishop/ Oliba, Episcopus’
Organized by: Vic Episcopal Museum, Vic City Council, Bishopric of
Vic, Government of Catalonia
Dates: until 10 February
Place: Vic
Website: www.museuepiscopalvic.com
The Oliba Episcopus exhibition, part of the Bishopric of Vic Episcopus
project, takes a fresh look at Oliba, his context and the different
aspects of his life’s work; from his beginnings as a count, to becoming
a monk and abbot, his episcopal consecration and his duties as
Bishop, taking in his artistic, cultural and political work.

‘The Opulence of Romanesque Ivory: Ivory pieces from the Cluny
Museum at the Vic Episcopal Museum’
Organized by: Vic Episcopal Museum
Dates: from February to December
Place: Vic
Website: www.museuepiscopalvic.com
Paris, Cluny Museum –
National Museum of the Middle Ages

Exhibition of high-quality ivory objects from the Romanesque period
on loan from the Cluny Museum in Paris. Throughout the course of
history, ivory has always been one of the most coveted materials for
the production of luxury objects.
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‘The Charge or the Violence of the State against the People’
Organized by: Olot Cultural Institute – Museum of Garrotxa
Dates: from 2 March to 18 August
Place: Olot
Website: http://museus.olot.cat

© Blai Farra

Exhibition that celebrates the 100 year anniversary of the arrival of the
Ramon Casas painting, The Charge, in Olot.

‘Pa &. Photographs by Francesc Guillamet’
Organized by: Castelló d'Empúries Flour Mill and Eco-Museum and
Castelló d’Empúries Town Council
Dates: from 12 May to 30 June
Place: Castelló d'Empúries
Website: www.ecomuseu-farinera.org
Photographic exhibition that celebrates bread. Still lifes in which
bread is brought together with other culinary products that form part
of our simple but tasty range of breakfasts, snacks and dinners and,
in sad and difficult situations, become a stand-alone dish.

‘Inund’art’
Organized by: Inund’art Association
Dates: from 31 May to 2 June
Place: Girona
Website: www.inundart.org
Open and participatory artistic event and showcase in which the
city’s main public spaces host painting and photography exhibitions,
performances, installations and other multidisciplinary proposals.
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‘Through the Photographer's Lens. Picasso in his Studios’
Organized by: Picasso Museum
Dates: from 7 June to 24 September
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.museupicasso.bcn.cat/en

Pablo Picasso
Nu dans l’atelier, 1er état B
Late 1936, early 1937
Musée national Picasso-Paris

A photographic journey that attempts to capture the multidisciplinary
wealth of Picasso’s body of work, which above all prioritizes
experimentation regardless of the technique or medium used.

©RMN-Grand Palais (Musée national
Picasso-Paris) / Jean-Gilles Berizzi
© Successió Pablo Picasso,
VEGAP, Madrid 2018

‘Éluard and Picasso’
Organized by: Picasso Museum
Dates: from 8 November to 23 February 2020
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.museupicasso.bcn.cat/en

Pablo Picasso
Paul Éluard (1936)
Musée d’art et d’histoire – Saint-Denis.
Image: Irène Andréani
© Successió Pablo Picasso,
VEGAP, Madrid 2019

Thematic and chronological journey charting the relationship of the
two figures through books and poems, illustrated works, portraits
and drawings of Éluard and Nusch and the collection created by
Paul Éluard, as well as photographs by Man Ray and Brassaï,
and correspondence and documentary films which talk about the
meetings between the two friends.

‘The Poet Picasso’
Organized by: Picasso Museum
Dates: from 8 November to 23 February 2020
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.museupicasso.bcn.cat/en

Pablo Picasso
Portrait de jeune fille
Juan-les-Pins, 3 April 1936
Musée national Picasso-Paris
© RMN-Grand Palais
(Musée national Picasso-Paris)
/ Adrien Didierjean
© Successió Pablo Picasso,
VEGAP, Madrid 2018

The Picasso Museum highlights the importance of poetic writing in
Picasso's creative process and, in a broader context, reviews the
close ties that exist between writing and painting.
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Exhibitions in the Chapterhouse of the Monastery of Les
Avellanes (Culture, Art and Music Space)
Organized by: Amics del Monestir de les Avellanes Association and
University of Lleida
Dates: all year round
Place: Monastery of Les Avellanes, Os de Balaguer
Website: www.monestirdelesavellanes.com
The Monastery of Les Avellanes is home to the Culture, Art and Music
Space, which aims to promote art by local artists.
New exhibitions are held almost every month and entry is free.

‘Romanesque Biennial of Berguedà: Through the Eyes of Picasso’
Organized by: CIVITAS CULTURA cultural association
Dates: from 23 June to 30 October
Place: Guardiola de Berguedà
Website: www.civitascultura.org
The Biennial represents the Romanesque period through
contemporary art with a series of exhibitions that opt for large-format
photographs and an ongoing cultural programme of music, theatre,
dance, debates, guided tours and installations.
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Fairs and festivals
Els Tonis Festival in Taradell
Organized by: Els Tonis Taradell, Taradell Town Council
Dates: 13 January
Place: Taradell
Website: www.tonistaradell.com
The central event of the Els Tonis celebrations in Taradell is the Tres
Tombs parade celebrated every year on the Sunday prior to the Feast
Day of St Anthony (patron saint of animals). On that day, a cavalcade
featuring a collection of carts and field tools gathered from Taradell
and other towns in Catalonia, which have been duly decorated and
loaded (in many cases by the entities and/or individuals of the local
town), just as was done 50 or 60 years ago, make their way through
the streets to be viewed and admired by the general public.

L’Encamisada in Falset
Organized by: Falset Town Council
Dates: 19 and 20 January
Place: Falset
Website: www.falset.org

Miquel Bové

A festival that pays homage to the victory of the Falset residents
during the war with France. It celebrates the story that, one foggy
night, the residents of the Priorat regional capital dressed in white and
liberated the town from the French troops laying siege to the town,
thanks in large part to the element of surprise.

Valls Calçotada Festival
Organized by: Valls Town Council, Chamber of Commerce of Valls
Dates: 27 January
Place: Valls
Website: www.cambravalls.com

Valls Town Council

The Great Calçotada Festival celebrating calçots (green onions) is
held every year on the last Sunday in January, an unmissable culinary
event where participants compete to be crowned Best Calçot Grower,
Best Calçotada Sauce-Maker or Calçot-eating Champion.
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Santa Eulalia Festival
Organized by: Barcelona City Council
Dates: from 8 to 12 February
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.barcelona.cat/en/

Turisme de Barcelona. Espe Pons

The latest Santa Eulalia Festival will mark the event’s 35th anniversary
with a fantastic celebration of traditional popular culture which once
again takes centre stage, demonstrating its vitality and creative
strength.

The Xató Festival
Organized by: Vilafranca del Penedès Town Council
Dates: 17 February
Place: Vilafranca del Penedès
Website: www.rutadelxato.com/ca/
The city celebrates this traditional dish which combines the
characteristics of the five destinations featured as part of the Xató
Route: Vilafranca del Penedès, Vilanova i la Geltrú, El Vendrell, Sitges
and Calafell.

The Siege of Tortosa
Organized by: Tortosa City Council
Dates: 23 and 24 March
Place: Tortosa
Website: www.tortosaturisme.cat
Historical re-enactment of the Siege of Tortosa in 1708 when the city
fell to Bourbon troops. The fortifications of the Avançades de Sant
Joan, built between the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, form
the main backdrop for the re-enactment of the different battles to
defend (or conquer) the square, performed by specialist groups from
Catalonia and Valencia.
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30th Igualada Fair - Children’s and Youth Theatre Festival
Organized by: Igualada Fair - Children’s and Youth Theatre Festival
Dates: from 4 to 17 April
Place: Igualada
Website: lamostraigualada.cat
Igualada hosts this leading fair for all audiences which showcases
performing arts in Catalonia.

Easter Week in Mataró
Organized by: Easter Week Commission
Dates: from 12 to 21 April
Place: Mataró
Website: www.visitmataro.cat
The tradition of Easter Week in Mataró includes the performance of the
Passion Play, parades of Roman soldiers, and processions, particularly
the General Procession on Good Friday, considered Cultural Heritage
of Mataró, which involves the participation of all the confraternities and
brotherhoods and armats (Roman soldiers) from the city of Mataró.

Easter Week in Tarragona
Organized by: Tarragona City Council
Dates: from 14 to 22 April
Place: Tarragona
Website: www.tarragona.cat

Manel R. Granell

More than 4,000 people participate in the Easter celebrations every
year and among the many events that take place, the Holy Burial
Procession, documented to date back to 1550, is not to be missed.
Featuring 19 'steps' which are carried on the shoulders of the members
of the procession. The procession begins and ends at the Nazareth
Church, located in the Plaça del Rei square in Tarragona.
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The Manaies parade and Holy Burial Procession
Organized by: Girona City Council
Dates: 17 and 19 April
Place: Girona
Website: www.girona.cat
On Easter Wednesday the manaies (Roman legionaries) march
through the streets of the city to deliver the pennant to the home
of the pennant bearer and, on Good Friday, they return to collect it,
going on to join up with all the other brotherhoods for the Holy Burial
Procession.

The Descent and the Procession of the Appearance
in La Granadella
Organized by: Parish of La Granadella
Dates: 18 and 20 April
Place: La Granadella
The Descent and Procession of the Appearance are the most
emblematic acts of Holy Week in La Granadella, two very deeply-rooted
and participatory elements of the celebrations.

The Three Graces
Organized by: Reus City Council
Dates: 19 April
Place: Reus
Website: www.reus.cat

PMT Reus

The Three Graces Procession in Reus is one of the central elements
of the Easter Week celebrations in the El Baix Camp regional capital.
The Good Friday celebrations begin with the Agony Procession,
followed, at noon, by the Three Graces Procession, which culminates
in the Plaça de la Sang square, when the image of the Holy Christ
returns and the Reus residents request Three Graces, concluding at
sunset with the Holy Burial.
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Stations of the Cross Procession
Organized by: La Selva del Camp Town Council
Dates: 19 April
Place: La Selva del Camp

La Selva Town Council

Easter is a time for acts of religious devotion and tradition, and in La
Selva del Camp the Stations of the Cross Procession represents part
of a centuries-old tradition that dates back to 1793.

The Great Festival of Modernisme and 'Indians'
Organized by: Expertus Turismo y Ocio – Samà Park
Dates: May
Place: Cambrils
Website: www.expertus.es/turismoyocio
This activity is held in Samà Park and combines Catalan Modernism,
‘indians’ (immigrants who returned from the Americas) and nature in
a celebration involving white dresses, habanera songs, exhibitions,
games and theatrical visits.

Alícia’t Festival
Organized by: Catalunya La Pedrera Foundation
Dates: 28 and 29 April
Place: Sant Fruitós de Bages
Website: festaalicia.alicia.cat
The Alícia Foundation, located in the Món Sant Benet complex,
hosts a weekend to discover and taste unique, high-quality agri-food
products from the regions of Barcelona, as well as to explore the
tourism and gastronomy attractions offered by the region.
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Trapezi. Circus Festival of Catalonia
Organized by: Reus City Council
Dates: from 9 to 12 May
Place: Reus
Website: trapezi.cat
Trapezi is the leading festival for circus lovers, professionals,
organizers and the public. An event characterised by its hallmark
openness to new trends, aesthetics and formats and ways of
understanding and experiencing circus performance.

Terrassa Modernist Fair

Organized by: Terrassa City Council
Dates: 10, 11 and 12 May
Place: Terrassa
Website: www.terrasa.cat
Weekend of activities stepping back in time to experience the
Modernist splendour of the city of Terrassa. The 2019 XVII Modernist
Fair will feature film as its central theme (Terrassa, City of FilmUNESCO).
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Colonia Güell Catalan Modernism Festival
Organized by: Consorci de la Colonia Güell
Dates: the weekend following the Our Lady of the Pillar Feast Day
(12 October)
Place: Santa Coloma de Cervelló
Website: www.gaudicoloniaguell.org
The streets come alive with a theatrical re-enactment of everyday life
in the colony one hundred years ago. This re-enactment is organized
and carried out by local residents as part of a festival and set in the
incomparable setting of the colony’s Modernist architecture.

The Passion of Olesa de Montserrat
Organized by: Passion of Olesa
Dates: 3, 10, 16, 24, 30 March; 7, 13, 19, 28 April; 1 May
Place: Olesa de Montserrat
Website: www.lapassio.cat
Olesa de Montserrat is the setting for the theatrical representation of
the Passion, a play that depicts the life, work and Passion of Jesus; a
show perfectly adapted to the 21st-century theatre.

The Passion of Esparreguera
Organized by: The Passion of Esparreguera
Dates: March, April and May
Place: Esparreguera
Website: www.lapassio.net
A show that offers the opportunity to experience a day of theatre
noted for its dramatic and technical complexity, in which 37 scenes
are performed, divided into two parts, and involving one hundred
characters, 400 actors and extras and live music.
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Legend of St George Medieval Week
Organized by: Medieval Association of the Legend of St Jordi
Dates: 23, 26, 27 and 28 April and 3, 4 and 5 May
Place: Montblanc
Website: www.setmanamedieval.cat
Themed around the legend of St George and the Dragon since 1987,
this is the oldest historical re-enactment festival in the country and
has been declared a Festival of National Tourist Interest in Catalonia
and Spain. The Medieval Week features an extensive programme of
events, which is partially updated each year and enhanced with new
technological and artistic contributions.

30th Lleida Puppet Theatre Fair
Organized by: Lleida Puppet Art Centre and Lleida Town Council
Dates: 3, 4 and 5 of May
Place: Lleida
Website: www.firatitelles.com
The city’s streets are filled with puppets and visitors can enjoy
a hundred shows in the different venues around the city. Thirty
companies from all over the world come together to offer a
comprehensive programme of events for all ages, with free
performances or reduced price tickets. The fair organizers have
also planned various complementary cultural activities, such as the
Performing Arts Book Fair, exhibitions, a photography competition
and puppetry workshops.

Genius Weekends
Organized by: The Landscape of Geniuses
Dates: weekends throughout May
Place: Costa Daurada and Terres de l’Ebre
Website: www.elpaisatgedelsgenis.cat
The Genius Weekends include various activities for families centred
around the figures of Gaudí, Miró, Casals and Picasso in the Costa
Daurada and Terres de l'Ebre regions, with a range of accommodation
options in Reus, Mont-roig Miami, El Vendrell and Horta de Sant Joan.
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Dance of the Holy Christ
Organized by: Salomó Town Council
Dates: 5, 12, 19 and 26 May
Place: Salomó
Website: www.salomo.cat
The Dance of the Holy Christ in Salomó has medieval roots and the
performances transport visitors back in time to the tradition of the
balls parlats (spoken dances), which in the region of Catalunya Nova
provide examples of the active participation of local residents in the
various elements of the Seguici Popular street parade. In the case of
Salomó, the Dance of the Holy Christ recreates the story of Josep Nin
setting sail for Alguer in search of wheat.

6th Calafell Family Weekend
Organized by: Calafell Tourist Board
Dates: from 10 to 12 May
Place: Calafell
Website: www.calafell.cat

Joan Capdevila

A weekend packed with free activities for the whole family.
Theatre, musical performances, conferences, workshops, concerts
and street performance, as well as discounts on the range of
accommodation options in the municipality.

5th Minyons de Terrassa Heritage Day
Organized by: Colla Castellera Minyons de Terrassa
Dates: 25 May
Place: Terrassa
Website: www.minyons.cat
A day celebrating two of the most important elements of Terrassa’s
cultural heritage, castells (human towers) and the Seu d’Ègara
architectural site.
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Organized by: Girona City Council
Dates: from 11 to 19 May
Location:Girona
Website: www.gironatempsdeflors.net/cat/inici.php
Girona turns into a riot of colour and wonder, with the streets,
monuments, courtyards and gardens of its historic centre adorned
with floral decorations and artistic installations.

14th Lleida Moors and Christians Festival
Organized by: Association of Moors and Christians
Dates: 18 and 19 May
Place: Lleida
Website: www.miclleida.org
The weekend of celebrations kicks off at the Plaça Paeria square,
where the representatives of the groups gather for the parleys
between the Moorish and Christian ambassadors in an attempt to
prevent the battle that will take place on Sunday, the main event of the
festival. The children’s parade takes place on Sunday morning before
the presentation of the bands who will perform the traditional music
associated with the festival of Lleida. In the afternoon, the groups of
Moors and Christians assemble at the La Seu Vella Cathedral before
parading through the streets of the city centre decked out in their
spectacular uniforms. Before nightfall the satirical parleys begin that
prompt a verbal dispute followed by a spectacular battle, with the
ancient La Seu Vella Cathedral providing a stunning backdrop.
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20th Trementinaires Festival and Fair
Organized by: Trementinaires Museum, L'Alt Urgell Regional Council,
Josa i Tuixent Town Council, La Vansa i Fórnols Town Council
and Cadí Moixeró Natural Park
Dates: 18 and 19 May
Place: Tuixent
Website: www.trementinaires.org
Festival and fair that pays homage to the trementinaires, women from
the La Vansa Josa and Tuixent valleys, who, in the nineteenth century,
collected medicinal plants, made remedies from resin and travelled
across Catalonia on foot to peddle their home-made wares. This trade
forms the central theme for all the events and activities programmed
during the weekend, including: naturalistic botanical tours, guided
visits of the Trementinaires Museum, the Tuixent Flora Centre and the
Trementinaires Botanical Garden and talks.

Les Falles, the Fire Festival
Organized by: various municipalities in the Pyrenees and PrePyrenees areas
Dates: different weekends in June and July
Place: Pyrenees and Pre-Pyrenees

Manel Pueyo

They say that traditions are only maintained if they are celebrated year
in, year out by local communities as part of their own lives, and not
simply as a nod to the past. The long-standing tradition of Les Falles
is one that forms a deeply rooted part of life in a number of villages
in the Pyrenees. It is celebrated in the municipalities of Alins, Arties,
Barruera, Boí, Casòs, Durro, Erill la Vall, Isil, Les, Llesp, La Pobla de
Segur, Pont de Suert, Senet, Taüll and Vilaller.

10th Rialp Trade and Craft Fair
Organized by: Rialp Town Council
Dates: 1 and 2 June
Place: Rialp
Website: www.turisrialp.cat
Showcase and commemoration of ancient trades that existed in the
former capital of the Àssua Valley, Rialp. The weekend consists of a
programme of activities and workshops related to these old trades, a
communal festival supper, music and children's entertainments.
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Fira del Mar
Organized by: Calafell Tourist Board
Dates: 8 and 9 June
Place: Calafell
Website: www.calafell.cat
18th Fira del Mar in Calafell. The Fira del Mar (literally, 'sea fair')
re-enacts the commercial life of a Calafell seaman, including activities
such as the exhibition of traditional trades (shipowners, longliners,
net makers, oarsmen and caulkers), children's workshops and a fish
auction.

Ludi Rubricati Roman Festival
Organized by: Sant Boi de Llobregat Museum, Sant Boi de Llobregat
Town Council
Dates: 8 and 9 June
Place: Sant Boi de Llobregat
Website: www.museusantboi.cat
The Roman festival of Sant Boi celebrates its 15th anniversary with
activities dedicated to the convivium, the ritual associated with eating
in ancient Rome. Over recent years, the festival has established itself
as a leading event in the city’s cultural calendar as part of a clear
commitment to make the Museum of Sant Boi’s range of proposals
and content accessible to everyone.

‘Picasso’s Landscapes in Horta de San Joan’ Painting Trip
Organized by: The Landscape of Geniuses
Dates: from 8 to 10 June
Place: Horta de Sant Joan
Website: www.elpaisatgedelsgenis.cat
Artistic experience for painting enthusiasts.
The trip combines the various painting workshop sessions with other
activities providing an insight into the genius himself, as well as the
places, people, cuisine and the nature of the area that made such an
impact on the artist.
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The Les Falles Descent
Organized by: La Pobla de Segur Cultural Association of Fallaires
and Pubilles
Dates: 17 June
Place: La Pobla de Segur
Website: www.lapobladesegur.cat
In the afternoon, the fallaires (torch bearers), take their falles (torches)
to the top of Santa Magdalena Mountain. At nightfall, the torches are
lit and the descent begins, while the pubilles (young girls from the
town) and town residents parade to the foot of the mountain to welcome them. Once the torch bearers arrive with the burning torches,
the couples are reunited and together they walk to the old town to
make an offering to the Virgin of Ribera and dance the traditional local
sardana around the bonfire.

The Dancing Egg
Organized by: Barcelona City Council
Dates: 20 June
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.barcelona.cat/en/

Turisme de Barcelona. Espe Pons

Over the years, this spectacle, typical of the Corpus Christi festival,
has become a symbol of the city’s festive identity. The elements of
the dancing egg display – the egg, the water and an abundance of
flowers – are all representative of fertility and regeneration that are
symbolic of spring in full bloom. Popularly, the dancing egg represents
the Eucharistic Host on an ornate monstrance adorned with precious
stones.

May Festival in Lleida
Organized by: Turisme de Lleida and Lleida City Council
Dates: weekends throughout May
Place: Lleida
Website: www.turismedelleida.cat
Every May weekend in Lleida there’s a festival: Puppet Festival,
Annual City Festival, Moors and Christians Festival and the Aplec del
Caragol (Snail Gathering Festival)

Year of Cultural Tourism 2018-2019

Sant Pere Annual Festival
Organized by: Reus City Council
Dates: from 24 to 29 June
Place: Reus
Website: www.reus.cat
The main events in the Sant Pere Annual Festival in the city of Reus
are all based around the procession of the image of the patron saint
and street parties involving different festive elements and groups.

Tarragona, City of Castells

Organized by: Tarragona Municipal Tourist Board
Dates: from 24 June to 24 September
Place: Tarragona
Website: www.tarragonaturisme.cat/ca/tarragona-ciutat-de-castells
An initiative by the city of Tarragona to bring the world of castells
(human towers) to a wider public. Casteller festivals for everyone to
see and experience castells from the inside.

Sant Miquel dels Sants Annual Festival in Vic
Organized by: Vic City Council and other local organizations
Dates: from 22 June to 7 July
Place: Vic
Website: www.vic.cat
Extensive programme of events aiming to bring together all
forms of expression represented within the community of Vic and
encompassing all areas.
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River Rafting Festival
Organized by: La Noguera Pallaresa River Rafters’ Cultural
Association
Dates: 6 and 7 July
Place: La Pobla de Segur
Website: www.elsraiers.cat
Weekend full of family-friendly activities to mark this historic tradition
that is so emblematic of the region. Visitors can enjoy a programme
of events including walks, tasting the local speciality, girella sausage,
and the main event, watching the ‘raisers’ raft down the river on
Sunday morning. A few weeks before the festival, there is also
an opportunity to join the rafters as they go out to find logs and
participate in the construction of the rafts.

10th History Seminar on the Monastery of Les Avellanes
Organized by: Amics del Monestir de les Avellanes Association
and University of Lleida
Dates: 8 and 9 July
Place: Monastery of Les Avellanes
Website: www.monestirdelesavellanes.com
This is an event for the dissemination of research and knowledge
and aimed at anyone interested in finding out more about the history
of the monastery. In addition to the informative sessions, a range of
accommodation and dining options are also available, the jewel in the
crown of which is the medieval dinner that is open to everyone and
held in the medieval cloister at the Monastery of Les Avellanes.

8th Medieval Dinner at the Monastery of Les Avellanes
Organized by: Amics del Monestir de les Avellanes Association
and University of Lleida
Dates: 8 July
Place: Monastery of Les Avellanes
Website: www.monestirdelesavellanes.com
A culinary experience that allows you to travel back in time for a taste
of Catalan medieval cuisine. The theme this year is ‘Monastery Life’
and the dinner will take the form of a medieval monastic feast based
on recipes from the Canons Regular of Premontre, the order founded
by the Monastery of Les Avellanes in the twelfth century.
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Les Santes Castellera Festival
Organized by: Mataró City Council and Colla Castellera
Capgrossos de Mataró
Dates: 21 July
Place: Mataró
Website: www.visitmataro.cat
One of the most important events in the casteller (human towers)
calendar takes place in Mataró. The Les Santes festival will inspire
the Mataró Colla Castellera Capgrossos and two other human tower
groups to touch the sky and showcase some incredible human towerbuilding skills to the rest of the city.

24th Renaissance Festival
Organized by: Tortosa City Council
Dates: from 18 to 21 July
Place: Tortosa
Website: www.tortosaturisme.cat
The Renaissance Festival is one of the main historical re-enactment
events in Southern Europe. Over a period of four days, the whole
city is transformed into an enormous stage, transporting visitors
back in time to the splendour of the sixteenth century. Providing
an opportunity to sample traditional cuisine and dress in costumes
indicative of the time to become authentic residents from the
sixteenth century. Visitors can also enjoy a programme of music,
theatre and circus performances, with more than 60 shows to choose
from every day involving companies from all over Europe.

1st ‘Drap Piteu’ Cloth Fair in Sant Llorenç de Morunys
Organized by: Sant Llorenç de Morunys Town Council, Vall de Lord
Tourist Board
Dates: 27 and 28 July 2019
Place: Sant Llorenç de Morunys
Website: www.lavalldelord.com
Fair that is inspired by the traditional drap piteu woollen cloth industry
based in Sant Llorenç de Morunys between the fourteenth and
nineteenth centuries. The different activities relate to both the textile
production and the historical and social context of the town during the
late Middle Ages and the modern age.
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La Selva Mystery Play
Organized by: La Selva del Camp Town Council
Dates: 14 and 15 August
Place: La Selva del Camp
Website: www.laselvadelcamp.org

Image: La Selva Town Council

The La Selva Mystery Play is mentioned in documentary evidence
dating back to the thirteenth century. This representation of the
Ascension is staged every year and is the oldest Romance language
mystery play in Europe. The spectacle involves the participation of
a hundred people and features an a cappella performance by an
amateur choir of singers and soloists.

Festa Major de Gràcia
Organized by: Festa Major de Gràcia Foundation
Dates: from 15 to 21 August
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.festamajordegracia.cat

Turisme de Barcelona. Espe Pons

Declared a Traditional Festival of National Interest, the Gràcia districts
annual festival marks a week of celebrations in which local residents
adorn their streets and squares with decorations to form the backdrop
for a wide range of activities, concerts, communal suppers and
children’s games.

Festa Major de Sants
Organized by: Festa Major de Sants Federation
Dates: from 22 to 31 August
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.bcn.cat/sants-montjuic

Turisme de Barcelona. Espe Pons

A festival dedicated to the patron saint of the Sants district,
St Bartholomew, in which local residents decorate the streets and
visitors can enjoy the parades, music, castellers (human towers),
sardanes and children’s activities.
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Festival of King James
Organized by: Salou Town Council
Dates: from August to September
Place: Salou
Website: www.salou.cat

Image: PMT Salou

The story goes that the fleet of ships under the command of
King James I of Aragon set sail from the Port of Salou on route
to conquering Majorca. The Festival of King James I held in
Salou celebrates this chapter in history and features historical reenactments, children's activities and a range of food and drink
products to sample, all with King James I as the central theme.

Calaphel Medieval Market
Organized by: Calafell City Council
Dates: first weekend of September
Place: Calafell
Website: www.calafell.cat

Joan Capdevila

Having been running for over 20 years, this market attracts people
from all over the world, with a packed programme of activities evoking
medieval times (historical re-enactment, workshops, concerts, etc.)
that take place in and around the Santa Creu Castle.

D.O. PORCIANUS · Wine Symposium
Organized by: Castell-Platja d’Aro Town Council
Dates: 15 September
Place: Castell Platja d’Aro
Website: http://ciutada.platjadaro.com
One of the main activities carried out in the Roman settlement of Pla
de Palol is commemorated with a wine symposium for all audiences.
Children’s activities, such as a traditional grape harvest, workshops
and activities are organized for the morning, with wine tasting in the
afternoon and guided tours of the remains of the Pla de Palol Roman
villa offered throughout the day.
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AMFITEATRVM
Organized by: Tarragona Municipal Tourist Board
Dates: August
Place: Tarragona
Website: www.tarragonaturisme.cat
The stones in Tarragona have a story to tell. The amphitheatre
provides the perfect setting to travel back in time with a historical reenactment taking visitors on a unique journey to experience life in the
times of the Roman Empire.

A Royal Wedding
Organized by: Gandesa Town Council
Dates: October
Place: Gandesa
The La Farsa theatre company will be commemorating a historic
episode that occurred on 17 October 1319, known as The Farce of
Gandesa.
In 1319 in Gandesa, a strange wedding took place between the infant
James I, son of James II, and Eleanor, daughter of Ferdinand IV, King
of Castile.

Vilafranca del Penedès Annual Festival
Organized by: Vilafranca del Penedès Town Council
Dates: from 30 August to 3 September
Place: Vilafranca del Penedès
A festival considered Heritage of National Interest thanks to its
conservation of folklore and cultural wealth which since the 17th
century has maintained its structure, with religious and public events
that filling the town’s streets and squares.
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Santa Tecla
Organized by: Tarragona City Council
Dates: from 14 to 24 September
Place: Tarragona
Website: www.tarragona.cat

Joan Capdevila Vallve

Tarragona’s festival in honour of its patron saint, Saint Tecla, dates
back to 1321. For two weeks, the city’s most emblematic streets
come alive with the celebrations for the Santa Tecla Festival.

La Mercè
Organized by: Barcelona City Council
Dates: from 20 to 24 September
Place: Barcelona
Website: https://www.barcelona.cat/lamerce/en

©Turisme de Barcelona. Espai d’Imatge

The celebrations for Barcelona’s annual festival, in honour of its
patron saint, the Virgin of La Mercè, take place across a huge array
of public spaces, with a programme of events centred around the
Mediterranean culture. In just under a week, Barcelona provides the
setting for a jam-packed schedule of events for visitors to choose
from, including street performances, parades, concerts and traditional
dances.

Misericòrdia Festivals
Organized by: Reus City Council
Dates: from 21 to 25 September
Place: Reus
Website: www.reus.cat
The Second Reus Annual Festival or Festa Major Petita
commemorates the appearance of Mary, Mother of Mercy, to a young
shepherdess.
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22nd Mediterranean Festival of Manresa
Organized by: Mediterranean Foundation, Traditional Performing Arts
and Music Festival
Dates: from 10 to 13 October
Place: Manresa
Website: firamediterrania.cat
A performing arts fair rooted in Mediterranean tradition,
with two main branches: popular culture and world music.

Sant Narcís Fair and Festival
Organized by: Girona City Council
Dates: from 25 October to 3 November
Place: Girona
Website: www2.girona.cat/ca/firesdesantnarcis
Girona’s main annual festival includes a trade fair, attractions, musical
performances, traditional dances, fairs and markets, gegants (giants),
a correfoc (fire run)… a packed schedule of activities to enjoy the city.

Family Art Experience
Organized by: The Landscape of Geniuses
Dates: from 11 to 13 October
Place: Costa Daurada and Terres de l’Ebre
Website: www.elpaisatgedelsgenis.cat/en/
A trip designed for families with artistic leanings to awaken the
creative genius inside us all, with the help of Gaudí, Miró, Casals and
Picasso.

Centelles Pine Festival
Organized by: Festa del Pi Association
Dates: 30 December
Place: Centelles
Website: www.festadelpi.cat
The Pine Festival, declared a Traditional Festival of National Interest
of Catalonia, takes place in December. The main event, held on the
morning of 30 December, involves the chopping down and decorating
of a pine tree as an offering to the town’s patron saint, Santa Coloma
(Saint Columba).
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11th Mare’s Egg Fair and 9th Farmers’ Market in Sant Llorenç
de Morunys
Organized by: Sant Llorenç de Morunys Town Council, Vall de Lord
Tourist Board
Dates: 26 and 27 October 2019
Place: Sant Llorenç de Morunys
Website: www.lavalldelord.com
Fair inspired by Jacint Verdaguer's legend of the ‘Three Wise Men
of Piteus’, which includes a pumpkin-growing competition, an agrifood produce and craft market in the Plaza de la Canal square and
activities themed around rural life.

Railway Festival
Organized by: Mataró City Council
Dates: last weekend of October
Place: Mataró
Website: www.visitmataro.cat
Festival featuring a number of activities, including conferences and
talks, workshops, film screenings, demonstrations and exhibitions, in
addition to the trade fair and second-hand market with national and
international model railway manufacturers and commercial exhibitors.

Living Nativity Scene in Corbera de Llobregat
Organized by: Amics de Corbera
Dates: 7, 25, 26, 27 and 28 December; 1, 5 and 13 January
Place: Corbera de Llobregat
Website: www.pessebrecorbera.cat
The town has become synonymous with Christmas as a result of its
live representations of the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, becoming a
piece of intangible cultural heritage as one of the most important and
visited living nativity scenes in Catalonia. The event has been staged
every year since 1962 and is one of the oldest in the country.
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20th Sand Nativity Scene
Organized by: Vila-Seca Town Council
Dates: December
Place: La Pineda
Website: www.vila-seca.cat

PMT Vila-seca

Every Christmas since 1999, the Vila-seca beach in La Pineda has
been home to a huge Nativity scene which is carved out of sand by a
group of internationally acclaimed artists. Each year’s creation is an
impressive sight to behold, always featuring the traditional figures of
the Christmas nativity sculpted in the most demanding of mediums.

44th Living Nativity
Organized by: La Pobla de Montornès Town Council
Dates: December
Place: La Pobla de Montornès
Website: www.lapoblademontornes.cat

GerardPhoto

For another year, the Amics de Montornès group have been charged
with the organization of the town’s living Nativity scene, which will
include the participation of two hundred people. The Montornès
chapel provides the backdrop for this representation featuring a total
of 15 living scenes.

22nd Mas Castelló Living Nativity Scene
Organized by: Vandellòs i Hospitalet de l'Infant Town Council
Dates: December
Place: Vandellòs i Hospitalet de l'Infant
Website: www.vandellos-hospitalet.cat

PMT L’Hospitalet de l’Infant

The uninhabited village of Castelló (in Vandellòs) provides the setting
for the traditional living Nativity scene that is celebrated over the
course of two days during the Christmas holidays. The Nativity
scene, as well as depicting some biblical scenes, also includes
demonstrations of traditional rural handicrafts.
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Arts festivals
Guitar Bcn 2019
Organized by: The Project Music Company, SL
Dates: January-July
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.guitarbcn.com
This guitar festival presents an eclectic and cosmopolitan programme
aimed at a young, urban and conceptually modern audience.

LAP (The Alternative Programme)
Organized by: Olot Cultural Institute
Dates: from January to June and from September to December
Place: Olot
Website: www.olotcultura.cat
Series of performances from non-conventional performing arts acts.
Daring, alternative or young companies for those looking for the
element of surprise. In a format that challenges the barrier between
artist and spectator and includes an interactive discussion session at
the end of the show.

The International Golden Elephant Circus Festival
Organized by: Circus Arts Foundation
Dates: from 14 to 19 February
Place: Girona
Website: www.festivaldelcirc.com
Girona welcomes one of the five largest circus events in the world,
which presents more than twenty of the best international acts ever
seen in Europe.
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ANIMAC. International Animation Film Festival of Catalonia
Organized by: Lleida City Council and the Government of Catalonia
Dates: from 21 to 24 February
Place: Lleida
Website: www.animac.cat
ANIMAC is a high profile non-competitive international film festival
aimed at artists who use animation as a tool for personal expression,
going beyond the limits of traditional narrative.

Barcelona Obertura Spring Festival
Organized by: Barcelona Obertura
Dates: from 4 to 17 March
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.barcelonaobertura.com

Barcelona Obertura Spring Festival.
Casals Quartet

Three spectacular venues, the Palau de la Música, Teatre Liceu and
L'Auditori, host the most outstanding artists and orchestras from
around the world, making Barcelona a hub for all classical music
lovers. The festival also features a programme of free concerts in
emblematic places throughout the city.

38th Terrassa Jazz Festival
Organized by: Amics de les Arts and Joventuts Musicals de Terrassa
Dates: from 6 to 24 March
Place: Terrassa
Website: www.jazzterrassa.org
The 2019 edition forms part of the celebrations for the 60th
anniversary of the Terrassa jazz club and is dedicated entirely to the
recently deceased trumpeter, Roy Hargrove.

Year of Cultural Tourism 2018-2019

70

MOT. Girona and Olot Literature Festival
Organized by: Girona City Council and Olot Town Council
Dates: from 28 to 30 March and 4 to 6 April
Place: Girona and Olot
Website: festivalmot.cat
Literature festival that provides an opportunity to attend talks with top
national and international authors in an intimate setting, in addition to
a programme of complementary activities. A different central theme is
chosen for the event each year.

FEC. European Short Film Festival
Organized by: POCC and Reus City Council
Dates: from 20 to 24 March
Place: Reus
Website: www.fecfestival.com
A film festival for European short fiction films.
It includes a competition section and numerous parallel activities.

Strenes Festival
Organized by: Promoarts Music
Dates: from 30 March to 5 May
Place: Girona
Website: www.festivalstrenes.cat
Girona becomes a giant music venue in which Catalan artists present
their new albums, launch or end their tours and stage one-off
performances.

The Vila del Llibre, Literature among the Mountains
Organized by: La Pobla de Segur Town Council
Dates: April
Place: La Pobla de Segur
Website: www.viladelllibre.cat
The Pobla de Segur Book Town Festival includes activities jointly
developed by publishers, authors and local companies to provide
cultural, gastronomy and active tourism proposals for all ages.
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Dixieland International Festival
Organized by: Tarragona City Council
Dates: from 25 to 30 April
Place: Tarragona
Website: www.tarragona.cat

Pep Escoda

Jazz was introduced to Europe during World War I, just over a
hundred years ago, and has provided universal delight ever since.
Tarragona gives you the chance to listen and, above all, dance to jazz
music being performed at venues, such as squares, restaurants or the
more serious auditoriums, around the city.

Sismògraf Festival
Organized by: Olot Town Council and the Government of Catalonia
Ministry of Culture
Dates: from 25 to 29 April
Place: Olot
Website: www.sismografolot.cat
Sismògraf is an annual dance event held in Olot for the past ten years
and establishing itself as Catalonia’s strategic dance festival in 2015.
Besides providing an opportunity to see the major dance productions
from around the region, Sismògraf also provides a showcase for
a selection of acts from the rest of the Spain, as well as some
international ones.

21st Vic Jazz Festival
Organized by: Vic Bang Jazz Cava, Vic City Council, VICCC
Dates: from 2 to 12 May
Place: Vic
Website: www.festivaljazzvic.cat
The festival features avant-garde jazz, promoting new creations and
serving as a showcase for the best of the experimental scene.
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Terres Catalunya Festival
Organized by: Filmsnòmades
Dates: from 26 April to 5 May
Place: Tortosa
Website: www.terres.info
This festival brings together productions based on nature and family
tourism and sustainable development.

Girona A Cappella Festival
Organized by: DDM Visual and Girona City Council
Dates: from 11 to 19 May
Place: Girona
Website: www.gironacappella.cat
A cappella music festival featuring acts that rely only on their
voices, without instrumental accompaniment, which welcomes
all styles representing that musical genre. Excitement, excellence
and originality.

Jazz Cava
Organized by: Jazz Cava
Dates: 10,11,12 May
Place: Vic
Website: www.jazzcava.com
Festival focused on singer-songwriters performing intimate
gigs in unique venues.

Jardines de Pedralbes Festival
Organized by: Concert Studio
Dates: June and July
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.festivalpedralbes.com

Jardines de Pedralbes Festival

Seventh edition of the music festival that, as every year, will feature
big names from the international music scene performing in an openair concert that creates a link with history and nature.
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Organized by: Tarragona City Council in conjunction with the National
Archaeology Museum of Tarragona, Tarragona Provincial Council and
sponsoring companies
Dates: from 5 to 19 May
Place: Tarragona, Cambrils, Constantí, Altafulla and Vila-rodona
Website: www.tarracoviva.com
International cultural festival specializing in showcasing the history of
Roman times. A range of activities are organized at different heritage
sites around Tarragona.

Grec Festival in Barcelona
Organized by: Barcelona City Council
Dates: June and July
Place: Barcelona
Website: lameva.barcelona.cat/grec/

Audience at the Teatre Grec
© Josep Aznar

One of the city’s major events combining theatre, dance, music and
circus performance.
In its 43rd edition, 'El Grec', as it's come to be called, has not only
become Barcelona’s top cultural attraction of the summer, but also a
key event in the European festival calendar.
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Brickània, 5th LEGO Festival in Montblanc
Organized by: Montblanc Town Council
Dates: from 8 to 9 June
Place: Montblanc

OT Montblanc

Did you know that LEGO means 'play well'? Well, Montblanc gives
you all the tools to discover exactly how to play well with a Danish
classic that has been around for more than eight decades. The
Festival is a delight for LEGO lovers everywhere, with robotics
demonstrations, workshops, talks and much more!

(A)phònica, Festival of the Voice in Banyoles
Organized by: Banyoles Town Council, Alter Sinergies
Dates: from 27 to 30 June 2019
Place: Banyoles
Website: www.aphonica.banyoles.cat
Festival dedicated to the voice in all its forms of expression. 2019
marks the 16th edition of an event with its own unique personality,
which features parallel performances and activities, appealing to
all audiences. Every year a mixture of well-known artists and other
emerging future stars form part of an incredible line-up, in which you
can discover and rediscover voices of all kinds.

VIDA, Vilanova i la Geltrú International Festival
Organized by: Sitback Produccions, SL
Dates: from 4 to 6 July
Place: Vilanova i la Geltrú
Website: www.vidafestival.com
A new festival concept that aims to bring different artistic disciplines
together in a single event, based around music.
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Undàrius. Girona festival of popular and traditional culture
Organized by: Escampillem
Dates: from 27 to 30 June
Place: Girona
Website: www.escampillem.cat/undarius/
Summer festival with an international outlook, offering popular
and traditional Catalan and Occitan culture, while also connecting
with other European cultures. Featuring music, dance, folk, street
performances, literature, song, traditions, and gastronomy, among
other activities.

Cruïlla Festival
Organized by: Barcelona Events Musicals, SL
Dates: from 4 to 6 July
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.cruillabarcelona.com
Barcelona summer festival: cosmopolitan, open and unique.

Reus Blues Festival
Organized by: AMCA
Dates: first fortnight in July
Place: Reus
Website: www.reus.cat/ajuntament/festival-reus-blues
The festival showcases the full range of musical trends that coexist in
the blues.

Festus Torelló
Organized by: Torelló Town Council, Cirvianum, Festus
Dates: 5 and 6 July
Place: Torelló
Website: www.festusfestival.cat
Multidisciplinary festival, which, in a single weekend, presents theatre,
circus, dance, music, visual arts and non-conventional proposals with
a common denominator: the potential to excite, entertain and make
you think all at once.
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Vic Oriental Cinema Nights Festival
Organized by: Oriental Cinema Nights Festival, Vic Town Council and
the Government of Catalonia Ministry of Culture
Dates: from 16 to 21 July
Place: Vic
Website: cinemaoriental.com
Festival that offers audiences a chance to experience Asian culture,
mainly through film, but also through cuisine and the visual and
performing arts.

Sónar
Organized by: Advanced Music S.L.
Dates: from 18 to 20 July
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.sonar.es
Launched in 1994, Sónar is a unique, pioneering cultural event in
terms of both format and content: building a reputation as a leading
international event thanks to its carefully selected programme of
acts that combines a sense of fun with artistic, avant-guard and
experimental dimensions and the latest trends in electronic dance
music.

Cambrils International Music Festival
Organized by: Cambrils Town Council
Dates: from 26 July to 14 August
Place: Cambrils
Website: www.festivalcambrils.com

Cambrils International Music Festival

Cambrils has been synonymous with fantastic nights of music for over
forty years now.
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Circ a la plaça
Organized by: Olot Cultural Institute
Dates: every Thursday in July
Place: Olot
Website: www.olotcultura.cat
An annual summer festival that brings spectacular circus acts
to delight all audiences to Plaça de Braus bullring in Olot, with
performances from Catalan and international circus artists
representing a range of disciplines: trapeze, wheel of death,
balancing acts, etc.

International Festival of Street Theatre in Viladecans
Organized by: Viladecans Town Council
Dates: first weekend in July
Place: Viladecans
Website: www.alcarrerviladecans.com
Performances around the city featuring all kinds of acts, including
theatre, music, dance, circus, magic, clowns, pyrotechnic shows and
entertainment facilities.

Fiorgue. Jaume Isern Mataró-Barcelona
International Organ Festival
Organized by: Mataró Town Council
Dates: first fortnight of July
Place: Mataró
Website: www.fiorgue.com
Organ Festival set in the Basilica of Santa Maria de Mataró,
which houses the largest organ in Catalonia. The Basilica hosts
a programme of concerts performed by internationally renowned
organists. An academy has also been set up as part of the festival
which welcomes organ students from around the world and gives
them an opportunity to draw on the experience of the participating
musicians.
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19th Rialp Music Festival
Organized by: Rialp Musical Association
Dates: from mid-July to 26 September
Place: Rialp
Website: www.festivalrialp.com
The nineteenth edition of the leading music festival in the province
of Lleida, with a diverse range of concerts and activities that form
a unique mosaic, representing the perfect platform to promote new
talent and deliver an established programme of top-class acts for
everyone’s enjoyment.

‘Terra Ibèrica’ Iberian Festival
Organized by: Castell de Calafell Foundation - Iberian Citadel
of Calafell archaeological site
Dates: end of July
Place: Calafell
Website: www.calafellhistoric.org
Joan Capdevila

Festival aimed at promoting the discovery of Iberian culture through
a programme of activities including historical re-enactment evenings
held in the reconstructed Iberian Citadel settlement in Calafell.

Pau Casals International Music Festival
Organized by: Pau Casals Auditorium
Dates: July
Place: El Vendrell
Website: www.auditoripaucasals.cat
Established in 1981 to pay homage to the great musician and
committed humanist Pau Casals, the Pau Casals International Music
Festival has, from the outset, brought together the best performers
from both the national and international scene, with a particular
emphasis on showcasing cello music.
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Lloret Outdoor Summer Festival
Organized by: Lloret Turisme
Dates: from June to September
Place: Lloret de Mar
Series of performing and musical arts with summer evening shows
held at a variety of spaces around Lloret. Musical, theatrical, circus
and juggling shows, almost always free, improvised and staged in an
outdoor setting, designed for everyone to be able to participate and
enjoy them.

Garrigues Guitar Festival
Organized by: Les Garrigues Regional Council
Dates: July, August and September
Place: Les Garrigues
Website: www.garriguitar.com
International gathering showcasing the very best classical concerts
played on plucked string instruments.

AIMS Festival
Organized by: AIMS Foundation and Solsona Town Council
Dates: from 30 July to 18 August
Place: Solsona
Website: www.aims.cat
Eighteenth edition of the music festival that offers a programme of
chamber music concerts in some of the region’s most emblematic
churches, as well as the squares in Solsona’s historical city centre and
other towns around Catalonia.

L’Estartit Jazz Festival
Organized by: Joventuts Musicals Torroella de Montgrí
Dates: July
Place: Torroella de Montgrí – L’Estartit
Website: www.festivaldetorroella.cat/ca/programacio/jazz-lestartit-8.html
Concerts representing different forms of jazz and a range of attractive
proposals to promote the genre in L’Estartit.
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Porta Ferrada Festival
Organized by: The Project Music Company, SL
Dates: July and August
Place: Sant Feliu de Guíxols
Website: www.festivalportaferrada.cat
International festival featuring different disciplines, combining music,
dance and theatre.

Torroella de Montgrí Festival
Organized by: Joventuts Musicals Torroella de Montgrí
Dates: August
Place: Torroella de Montgrí – L’Estartit
Website: www.festivaldetorroella.cat
Music and art merge at the architectural heritage sites provided by
Torroella de Montgrí–L’Estartit for the expression of culture.

Schubertíada Vilabertran
Organized by: Franz Schubert Association
Dates: from 17 August to 1 September
Place: Vilabertran

M. Artalejo

Catalonia’s main chamber music and poetic song festival, an
established and internationally-renowned event that has been running
for the past 27 years, brings together some of the most acclaimed
lied artists in the world. The concerts take place in the Romanesque
church of the Monastery of Santa Maria de Vilabertran, a very
important part of Catalonia’s historical-artistic heritage.
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Tast de Jazz Festival
Organized by: Mataró Town Council, Maresme Jazz Association,
Fabrés Produccions
Dates: last weekend in August
Place: Mataró
The festival takes advantage of the last warm evenings of the year to
offer a unique venue where audiences can listen to the best artists
from the international jazz scene while enjoying the on-site restaurant
services. Last year’s programme featured renowned artists, such as
Big Mama Montse, Guillermo Calliero and swing man Ray Gelato.

20th Vall de Camprodon Music Festival
Organized by: Vall de Camprodon Municipal Association
Dates: Summer
Place: Vall de Camprodon
Website: www.fmvc.cat
A highly popular Pyrenees festival. This event provides consistent,
quality programming for both local residents and visitors to the region
over the course of the summer.

Marimurtra Nights
Organized by: Marimurtra Botanical Garden, Carl Faust Private
Foundation
Dates: 2, 9, 16 and 23 August
Place: Blanes
Website: www.marimurtra.cat
The Marimurtra Nights festival features a programme of small-format
concerts, with audience numbers limited to 200 people, creating an
intimate atmosphere that is both unique and special.

BioRitme Festival
Organized by: BioRitme Festival
Dates: 22, 23, 24 and 25 August
Place: Vilanova de Sau
Website: bioritmefestival.org
BioRitme is a space for discovering music from around the world,
committed, critical and constructive music for a better world.
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FiraTàrrega 2019
Organized by: Tàrrega Street Theatre Festival
Dates: From 5 to 8 September
Place: Tàrrega
Website: www.firatarrega.cat

© Núria Boleda

International performing arts market.
This is a leading event in its field.

TNT Festival
Organized by: Terrassa Performing Arts Centre
- Terrassa City Council
Dates: End of September
Place: Terrassa
Website: www.tnt.cat
Festival that promotes and showcases performing arts and
contemporary, multidisciplinary creation.

Milestone Project
Organized by: Milestone Project
Dates: From 2 to 22 September
Place: Girona
Website: www.milestoneproject.cat
This urban art festival, which already forms part of the iconography of
the streets and buildings of the city of Girona, has been developed as
a means of exhibiting, connecting and generating art and thought.

Terra de Trobadors Festival
Organized by: Castelló d'Empúries Town Council
Dates: second week of September
Place: Castelló d'Empúries
Website: www.terradetrobadors.com
Castelló d'Empúries reconnects with its history as the capital of the
County of Empúries (XI-XV) through a historical representation and
re-enactment of life in the town during Medieval times.
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Terrània, the International Montblanc Ceramics Festival
Organized by: Montblanc Tourist Board
Dates: 27, 28 and 29 September
Place: Montblanc
Website: www.montblancmedieval.cat
The old church of Sant Francesc and its adjoining cloister hosts
ceramists from all over Catalonia, Spain and Europe, with a
programme of demonstrations, workshops, exhibitions and shows
taking place over the course of the three-day festival. During the
Terrània festival opening hours, visitors will also be able to view work
from guest country, Switzerland, on display in the exhibition hall of the
Sant Francesc cloister.

Girona Film Festival
Organized by: Girona City Council
Dates: from 1 to 5 October
Place: Girona
Website: www.gironafilmfestival-26.com
Celebration of cinematic talent, which showcases the latest creations
from more than fifty countries around the world to filmmakers and a
local and international audience of film enthusiasts.

Montsec Astronomy Festival
Organized by: Montsec Astronomy Park
Dates: from 11 to 13 October
Place: Àger
Website: www.parcastronomic.cat
Activities related to astronomy, mainly for family tourism.
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International Fantastic Film Festival of Catalonia
Organized by: Fundació Sitges Festival Internacional de Cinema de
Catalunya
Dates: October
Place: Sitges
Website: sitgesfilmfestival.com/cat
The 52nd edition of the festival is an unmissable opportunity to check
out the latest trends and new technologies in the world of film and
audiovisual production.

COS – International Festival of Movement and Gestural Theatre
Organized by: Reus City Council
Dates: from 18 to 20 October
Place: Reus
Website: www.cosreus.cat
Dance, mime and puppet shows, gestural theatre and humour, and
much more, with new urban venues added to those traditionally
included in the festival.

Temporada Alta. Autumn Festival of Catalonia
Organized by: Bitò
Dates: from October to December
Place: Girona
Website: www.temporada-alta.com
International performing arts festival with a programme that caters for
all audiences. From successful shows to new productions and series
dedicated to contemporary creation or family proposals.
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Clickània, Playmobil Festival
Organized by: Montblanc Town Council
Dates: 12, 13, 19 and 20 October
Place: Montblanc

OT Montblanc

The old church of Sant Francesc de Montblanc provides the venue
for this festival the beloved Playmobil figures, aimed at all Playmobil
collectors, both young and old. It features an extensive exhibition of
bricks and figurines, as well as thematic dioramas and a multimedia
space for playing Playmobil games.

Som Cinema. Catalan Audiovisual Festival
Organized by: Suggeriments Gestió Cultural, with the support of
Lleida City Council, the Experimental Centre for Cinematography and
Audiovisual Arts of Catalonia (CECAAC) and the Lleida Provincial
Council
Dates: from 17 to 20 October
Place: Lleida
Website: www.somcinema.cat
The festival showcases the latest, most novel and daring audiovisual
productions created by film schools, independent producers and
audiovisual university faculties in the Catalan-speaking territories.

14th Musiquem Lleida
Organized by: The Shalom Choir
Dates: October
Place: Lleida
Website: www.coralshalom.cat
International music festival held in the streets and squares of the city
and surrounding areas of Lleida that aims to bring music out onto
the streets and make it accessible for everyone to enjoy, as well as
providing a platform for different performers to get their music heard.
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Fora Muralla
Organized by: Jazz Cava
Dates: 9 November
Place: Vic
Web: www.foramuralla.cat
Autumn music festival with a range of concerts at L’Atlántida and La
Jazz Cava.

MOST International Wine and Cava Film Festival
Organized by: VINSEUM, Wine Culture Museum of Catalonia and
Cineclub Vilafranca
Dates: runs for 11 days from the first Thursday of November. It
coincides with International Wine Tourism Day (second Sunday of
November)
Place: Penedès and Priorat
Website: www.mostfestival.cat
Film festival in various towns in the El Penedès and El Priorat regions
offering the best international audiovisual productions on vines and
wine.

Memorimage Festival - Reus International Film Festival
Organized by: Reus City Council
Dates: from 6 to 9 November
Place: Reus
Website: memorimage.reus.cat
A festival focusing exclusively on films that use archive images and
highlight the function of image in configuring individual and collective
memory.
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Molins de Rei Horror Film Festival
Organized by: Molins de Rei Town Council
Dates: November
Place: Molins de Rei
Website: www.molinsfilmfestival.com
Celebration of the world of film featuring the oldest horror marathon
on the Iberian Peninsula and a horror short film competition in
conjunction with the Sitges Film Festival.

Càntut. Oral tradition in songs
Organized by: Alter Sinergies
Dates: November
Place: Cassà de la Selva
Website: www.cantut.cat
The project was launched in 2012 to celebrate and raise awareness
of the popular and traditional music handed down from the older
members of the community in the Girona region. Cassà de la Selva
becomes a hub for song and popular culture, with performances,
exhibitions, workshops and other activities based on oral tradition,
which also includes spaces and moments for singing.

36th BBVA Mountain Film Festival
Organized by: Torelló Mountain Film Festival Foundation, Fundació
Antigues Caixes Catalanes, BBVA, Caixa Catalunya
Dates: from 15 to 24 November
Place: Torrelló
Website: www.torellomountainfilm.cat
Film festival centred around productions associated with the
mountains and nature.
The festival also includes activities such as talks, screenings and
exhibitions.
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51st Voll-Damm International Jazz Festival of Barcelona
Organized by: The Project Music Company, S.L.
Dates: throughout the year
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.jazz.barcelona

© 50th Voll-Damm International Jazz Festival
of Barcelona

Free concerts, master classes given by leading figures, interesting
conferences, talks with artists… A number of parallel activities
complete the programme, to offer a huge range of opportunities to
revel in good music and a passion for jazz.

The Millennium Festival
Organized by: Concert Studio
Dates: from January to May
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.festival-millenni.com
More than 40 concerts spanning a wide variety of musical styles.

Black Music Festival
Organized by: Multi-Art Produccions
Dates: from 1 to 17 March
Place: Girona
Website: www.blackmusicfestival.com
The city of Girona pulsates to the sound of blues, jazz, soul, funk,
R&B, hip-hop and other styles of music courtesy of the leading
international African-American music festival.
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Festivalot. Family Music Festival
Organized by: Pistatxo Produccions
Dates: from 15 to 16 June
Place: Girona
Website: www.festivalot.cat
The aim of this festival is to bring all styles of music to young and old
alike, so they can enjoy live music together.

Tempo Sota les Estrelles
Organized by: Associació Cultural Cinètica
Dates: from 18 July to 11 August
Place: Girona
Website: www.temposotalesestrelles.com
Girona’s Old Quarter hosts this festival, offering the musical
experience of jazz and soul, with the chance to sample wines and
snacks in the pop-up restaurants.

FITAG. Girona International Amateur Theatre Festival
Organized by: Girona Provincial Council, in conjunction with Girona
City Council and the Government of Catalonia Territorial Cultural
Services
Dates: from 27 to 31 August
Place: Girona
Website: www.fitag.cat
International festival to disseminate and promote amateur theatre
from around the world in Catalonia.
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Concerts
Ibercamera Girona
Organized by: Ibercamera Girona
Dates: from January to June
Place: Girona
Website: www.ibercameragirona.cat
The Ibercamera Girona season brings a selection of the world’s
greatest orchestras and directors to L’Auditori de Girona, making the
city an essential part of the international symphonic circuit.

Music under the Stars
Organized by: Montsec Astronomy Park
Dates: from June to November
Place: Àger
Website: www.parcastronomic.cat
A series of concerts promoted by the Montsec Astronomy Park (PAM),
consolidated within the range of cultural activities offered in Catalonia,
and, in particular, as part of the independent music calendar and a
vehicle for the promotion of Catalan groups and singers.

El So de les Cases (The Sound of Houses)
Organized by: Vic City Council
Dates: 1 and 2 June
Place: Vic
Website: www.vic.cat
A weekend of free short concerts in unique public and private sites in
Vic, opened specifically for the occasion.
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Summer Nights at La Pedrera
Organized by: Catalunya La Pedrera Foundation
Dates: from 7 June to 13 September. Friday and Saturday nights
Place: Barcelona
Website: fundaciocatalunya-lapedrera.com
Live jazz on the roof terrace of La Pedrera

7th ‘Music & Heritage’ Concerts Series at the Monastery
de les Avellanes
Organized by: Amics del Monestir de les Avellanes Association and
Os de Balaguer Town Council
Dates: 8, 15, 29 June and 8 July
Place: Monastery of Les Avellanes
Website: www.monestirdelesavellanes.com
Series of concerts offering a chance to listen to a range of musical
styles in and around the historical site of the Les Avellanes Monastery.
The concerts are often accompanied by other complementary
activities, such as local product tasting sessions and guided tours,
among others.

Music in the Park
Organized by: Olot Cultural Institute
Dates: Sundays in July and August
Place: Olot
Website: www.olotcultura.cat
Concert of different styles on music in the Parc Nou natural park
in Olot. An opportunity for audiences of all ages to enjoy good
music in a relaxed setting.

Year of Cultural Tourism 2018-2019

92

16th Calafell Habanera Singing Festival
Organized by: Calafell Tourist Board
Dates: 2 and 3 August
Place: Calafell
Website: www.calafell.cat
Some of the best habanera groups come together at the 16th
Calafell Habanera Singing Festival on 2 and 3 August to enjoy live
performances of this musical style.

Jazz Olot
Organized by: Olot Cultural Institute
Dates: from January to June and from September to December
Place: Olot
Website: www.olotcultura.cat
Jazz Olot offers two series of quality jazz concerts throughout the year
in Olot. First-rate musicians take part in a rich and varied programme
of gigs.

Music in the Gardens
Organized by: Pau Casals Museum
Dates: August
Place: El Vendrell
Website: www.paucasals.org
Series of free classical music concerts in the gardens of the Pau
Casals Museum, aimed at giving young artists the opportunity to play
in the incomparable setting of the Villa Casals gardens.

30th Vic Live Music Market
Organized by: Vic City Council and the Government of Catalonia
Ministry of Culture
Dates: from 18 to 21 September
Place: Vic
Website: www.mmvv.cat
Professional music fair A full-packed schedule of live concerts take
to the city’s stages and streets showcasing all styles of music and
catering for all audiences.
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Classical Evenings
Organized by: Auditori Foundation - Palau de Congressos
Dates: from 29 June to 30 July
Place: Girona
Website: www.auditorigirona.org/nitsdeclassica/cat/programacio.php
Space offering classical music with performances by local musicians
and groups and leading international soloists.

Concert season at the Collegiate church in Cardona
Organized by: Cardona Històrica Foundation / ALS
Dates: 2019
Place: Cardona
Website: www.cardona.cat
Concert season of religious music from around Europe at the
Collegiate Church of Sant Vicenç in Cardona.

Temporada Ibercamera
Organized by: Ibercamera
Dates: from October to June
Place: Barcelona
Website: www.ibercamera.com
Classical music concert season at L'Auditori de Barcelona and the
Palau de la Música Catalana, with a programme covering all genres
and periods of classical music, including Baroque, avant-garde and
Romanticism, the masterpieces of symphonic music and the intimacy
of the recital.

Mataró Ancient Music Week
Organized by: Culture Department of the Mataró Town Hall, Unda
Maris Association
Dates: mid-November
Place: Mataró
Website: www.culturamataro.cat
With musical direction from musician, scholar and great musical
advocate, Joan Vives, a variety of concerts are organized within the
exceptional setting of the Capella dels Dolors chapel designed by
Antoni Viladomat, one of the greatest exponents of Catalan Baroque
art, making this a truly unique experience for audience members.
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Contents
Thematic route information leaflets
Organized by: Directorate-General for Tourism in conjunction with the
Catalan Cultural Heritage Agency
Dates: 2019
The information leaflets on the Romanesque, Gothic and Catalan
Modernism routes will be updated and redesigned for distribution at
the tourist information offices around Catalonia and at key tourism
events.

Ciutats, pobles i viles de Catalunya brochure
Organized by: Catalan Tourist Board
Dates: from 1 January
Website: http://act.gencat.cat/qui-som/publicacions
Brochure promoting the charming villages and distinctive cities and
towns of Catalonia.

Ciutats, viles i pobles
Catalonia. Calendar of cultural events booklet

Escapa’t a Catalunya i deixa’t captivar

Organized by: Catalan Tourist Board
Dates: from 1 January
Website: http://act.gencat.cat/act-about-us/publicaciones-3/?lang=en

Catalunya

Lists the main information for the Catalan cultural events programme,
organized by month, without giving specific dates.

Agenda d’esdeveniments culturals

Torna a gaudir del viatge

Les grans rutes
de Catalunya
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Només cal triar una direcció i seure al volant. L’atzar
descobrirà una terra de postal, acollidora i plena de
propostes, en la qual és impossible prescindir dels
Pirineus, amb ports de muntanya panoràmics i la
natura en tota la seva esplendor, del Mediterrani i
els blaus infinits i d’un interior esquitxat de castells,
monestirs i vinyes.
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Les sis rutes que es presenten tan sols són
suggeriments: deixa’t endur a través del paisatge
de Catalunya i gaudeix de la natura, la cultura,
la gastronomia i, sobretot, del viatge. Surt de la
ruta marcada, experimenta variants i extensions
que amplien les possibilitats i suggereixen visites
imprescindibles. La sorpresa t’espera darrere cada
corba. Pobles amb encant, paisatges corprenedors,
escenaris de pel·lícula i mil activitats es succeeixen
amb gran naturalitat i proximitat, enllacen una ruta
amb l’altra i allarguen el camí tant com el temps
i les presses ho permetin. I és que la xarxa de
carreteres de Catalunya t’ho dona tot: des de viatjar
tranquil·lament a través de boscos frondosos o
gairebé tocant el mar amb la mà fins a la possibilitat
de travessar el país de nord a sud en una tarda.
Vine a perdre’t amb nosaltres.

© Oriol Clavera

sc

a

PARC NATURAL
DE L’ALT PIRINEU

Va ll F
o

el Pont
de Suert

AP-2

Great routes in Catalonia map-guide

Rutes per carretera:
deixa’t endur pel camí
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N-230

Suggests six major routes for exploring Catalonia based on tours that
include culture as the principal focus, combining it with nature.
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New collection of cultural heritage brochures
Organized by: Catalan Cultural Heritage Agency
Dates: 2019
New collection of brochures to publicize the principal cultural heritage
resources around Catalonia. Produced in four languages: Catalan,
Spanish, English and French.

New collection of cultural heritage activities for children
Organized by: Catalan Cultural Heritage Agency
Dates: 2019
New range of entertainment aimed at children to introduce the cultural
heritage of Catalonia to the younger generation through a series of
activities. Produced in four languages: Catalan, Spanish, English
and French.

New Visitmuseum productions
Organized by: Catalan Cultural Heritage Agency
Dates: first half 2019
Place: Tarragona, Mataró and Olot
In 2019, the Visitmuseum programme will be expanded with the
launch of three new audio guides in Catalan, Spanish, English
and French at the National Archaeological Museum of Tarragona,
the Mataró Museum and the La Garrotxa Museum. The existing
application will also be updated for mobile devices and will continue
to incorporate new content to make the collections at more than one
hundred museums around Catalonia more accessible.
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