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The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO)
works with countries around the world to identify and protect cultural and natural
spaces deserving of recognition because they are part of mankind’s common
heritage. In 1972, UNESCO adopted the Convention Concerning the Protection
of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, more commonly known as the World
Heritage Convention. The convention has been ratified by 180 countries since
then.
World Heritage is constantly under threat from a variety of dangers due to either
natural causes or the action of man. The outstanding universal value of this
heritage crosses boundaries and it is important for future generations..

Two of the eight towers of the Sagrada Familia, Antoni
Gaudí’s best-known work, the symbol of Barcelona and
Modernism in Catalonia
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TYPES OF HERITAGE LISTED BY
UNESCO

World Heritage
As part of its mission to contribute to peace through education,
science and culture, UNESCO promotes the preservation and
protection of the cultural and natural heritage we have inherited
from past generations and which we want to pass on to the
future generations. Apart from the measures taken by each
particular country, UNESCO plays a direct role in the protection
of heritage so outstanding that it transcends the borders of a
culture and becomes what is known as “world heritage”. World
cultural heritage refers to monuments, groups of buildings,
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archaeological sites and places forged by human activity
that are of exceptional and universal historical, aesthetic,
anthropological or scientific value. This group includes the
Palau de la Música Catalana and the Hospital of Santa Creu
i Sant Pau, the Royal Monastery of Santa Maria de Poblet,
the works of Antoni Gaudí, the Romanesque churches of Vall
de Boí and the archaeological ensemble of Roman Tarraco,
in addition to the Iberian Peninsula Mediterranean Arc cave
paintings.

Intangible Heritage

Biosphere Reserves

The UNESCO describes it like “the practices, representations
and expressions, the knowledge and the techniques that get
a feeling of identity and of continuity to the communities, the
groups and the individuals”.

Biosphere reserves are land or coastal/marine ecosystems,
or a combination of both, recognised in the international plan
as such in UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere Programme.

Left: Casa Batlló and a detail of the Romanesque mural in the apse of Sant Climent de Taüll.
Right: An image of the Patum of Berga and a forest in the Montseny Natural Park.
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BARCELONA

WORLD HERITAGE LISTED SITES AND
MONUMENTS
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Modernism
Catalan Modernism has its own special character, distinguishing it from the other
European movements for its interest in preserving and renewing traditional techniques
of construction and decoration, combining age-old materials such as brick with
new materials like iron, and, particularly, using new techniques in ceramics.

WORKS BY ANTONI GAUDÍ AND
WORKS BY LLUÍS DOMÈNECH I MONTANER
IN BARCELONA

Lamp in Casa Batlló.

Modernisme in Catalonia was a wide-reaching artistic movement
that developed in the closing decades of the 19th century and
opening decades of the 20th century. It reached its height around
1900, when it revealed itself as a decorative fashion based on the
sinuous, asymmetrical line, and on the colourful, floral ornamentation
that characterised architecture and the decorative or applied arts:
stained-glass windows, ceramics, iron and metalwork, furnishings,
precious metalwork, poster and typographical design, etc. Even
though it was contemporary to parallel movements such as Art
Nouveau in France and Belgium, Modern Style in Great Britain and
Austria; Sezession in Austria and Bohemia, Jugendstil in Germany
and Liberty in Italy, Catalan Modernisme had a personality of its own
situated within the Avant-garde of its time.
Works by Antoni Gaudí
The work of Antoni Gaudí represents an exceptional creative
contribution to the development of architecture and building
technology in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and
exhibits an important interchange of values closely associated with
the cultural and artistic currents of his time.

Stained glass window in the central skylight of the Palau de la Música Catalana.

Works by Domènech i Montaner
The Committee’s decision to list these two properties was based on
the fact that the Palau de la Música Catalana and the Hospital de Sant
Pau in Barcelona are masterpieces of the imaginative and exuberant
Art Nouveau that flourished in early twentieth-century Barcelona.
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Casa Milà “La Pedrera”
BARCELONA

Antoni Gaudí
Barcelona
www.fundaciocaixacatalunya.org
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A residential apartment block in which Gaudí created a highly
complex structure of exposed stone in sculpturally eroded
forms. All the elements, from the openings cut into the stone
façade to the wrought-iron grilles of the balconies and the
chimneys, are organic in appearance, anticipating Expressionist
architecture and abstract sculpture. The building has been
restored throughout by the Caixa de Catalunya savings bank
as a cultural centre and now has a floor given over to exhibition
rooms, an auditorium, a recreated apartment done out in the
style of the time with modernista furnishings, and the Espai
Gaudí in the attic and on the rooftop, which has exhibits that
explain and contextualise the life and work of the architect.

Casa Batlló
Antoni Gaudí
Barcelona
www.casabatllo.org

An apartment block that was
completely refurbished by
Gaudí in 1905-07, including
the exterior (undulating
polychrome mosaic, columns
reminiscent of bones, iron
balconies in the shape
of a mask, and a roofline
imitating a dragon’s back)
and the interior, in which
the architect played with the
hues of the blue tiles. The
organic forms of the façade
seem to be related to the
legend of St. George, the
patron saint of Catalonia,
as suggested by the cross
plunged into the dragon’s
back and the bones of the
monster’s victims on the
galleries.

BARCELONA

Nativity Façade and
Crypt of Sagrada Família
Antoni Gaudí
Barcelona
www.sagradafamilia.org

Nativity Façade and Crypt of Sagrada Família Gaudí’s most
famous work, the symbol of Barcelona and Modernisme, on
which the architect worked until the end of his life, though
it remained unfinished on his death. Begun in the Gothic
Revival style in 1882 by F. de P. Villar y Lozano, the project
was taken over by Gaudí in 1883. He designed a church of
considerable grandeur in which he applied all his architectural
knowledge. In his plans, he included twelve towers to
represent the apostles, four for the evangelists, one for the
Virgin Mary, and one to symbolise Christ, the tallest tower of
all. The only parts that Gaudí himself supervised are the apse
and the Nativity Façade. The works are still continuing, based
on the drawings and models saved from the destruction of
the Civil War in 1936-39. The sculptor Josep M. Subirachs
has been working on the building since 1987.
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Crypt of Colònia Güell
BARCELONA

Antoni Gaudí
Santa Coloma de Cervelló
www.coloniaguell.net
www.rutadelmodernisme.com
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The crypt of the church designed by Gaudí for the Colònia
Güell model industrial settlement is one of the architect’s
most noted buildings. In it, he experimented with a number
of architectural solutions that he later employed in the
construction of Sagrada Família. Attendant for Eusebi Güell,
he started it in 1900. This is Gaudí’s most unique building.
He was the first to build vaults in the shape of a hyperbolic
paraboloid, such as those found at the entrance to the crypt
and in its walls.

Park Güell
Antoni Gaudí
Barcelona
www.rutadelmodernisme.com

Park Güell was initially intended by the banker Eusebi Güell to
be a garden city, but only the infrastructure (roads, entrances
and main square) was completed by Gaudí between 191014.The naturalistic use of stone and ceramic decorative
elements and the brilliant employment of trencadís* is found
throughout the park in the famous undulating bench, the
ceiling of the hall with 86 columns and the great sculptural
dragon of the main staircase.

Palau Güell
Antoni Gaudí
Barcelona
www.palauguell.cat

Casa Vicens
Antoni Gaudí
Barcelona
www.rutadelmodernisme.com

BARCELONA

One of Gaudí’s first works (1883-88), this residential villa
features geometrical arrangements of brick and tiles that
recreate the air of Islamic architecture. The remarkable iron
grille is based on the palmetto. The house was extended in
1925-26 and so lost its magnificent surrounding gardens.

The urban residence (1886-88) of the Güell family that
confirmed Gaudí as a great creator of atmospheric spaces,
such as the original stables in the basement, which
demonstrate the expressive and constructional capabilities of
brick, the line of the staircase, which wends its way up to the
various floors of the building, and the large central hall with its
parabolic dome that reaches up through the entire building,
emerging as a cone at rooftop level, where it is surrounded
by sculptural chimneys, on which Gaudí used trencadís for
the first time.
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Palau de la Música Catalana
BARCELONA

Lluís Domènech i Montaner
Barcelona
www.palaumusica.org
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A work by the architect Lluís Domènech i Montaner, built
between 1905 and 1908. This is the building that best defines
Modernisme, above all because of its wealth of decoration,
with its magnificent examples of stained glass, mosaics,
painting and sculpture (the pieces outside on popular song

and the arc inside that symbolise both popular and classical
music and the muses around the back of the stage). The
building as a whole is in keeping with the Wagnerian notion of
the integration of the arts, which was characteristic of Catalan
Modernisme.

Hospital de Sant Pau
BARCELONA

Lluís Domènech i Montaner
Barcelona
www.santpau.es
www.rutadelmodernisme.com

The hospital complex designed as a series of pavilions by Lluís
Domènech i Montaner in 1902 and supervised by his son Pere
Domènech i Roura. The entrance pavilion, crowned by a slender
tower, has an exposed brick structure that prevails throughout
the hospital and is enhanced with mosaics on a theme from
history, as well as stone capitals and corbels in the form of
angels, the synthetic, early work of the young sculptor Pablo
Gargallo. Other noteworthy features include the grand staircase
and the ceilings, with touches reminiscent of Islamic art.

Did you know...?
Apart from the
modernist works
declared World
Heritage, many
more works are
preserved in
Catalonia.

Works by Antoni Gaudí in Barcelona:
Bellesguard
Casa Calvet
Convent de les Teresianes
Güell Pavilions
Works by Lluís Domènech i
Montaner in Barcelona:
Casa Fuster
Casa Lamadrid
Casa Lleó Morera
Casa Thomas
Castle of the Three Dragons, housing
the Zoology Museum
Montaner i Simon Publishing House,
housing the Antoni Tàpies Foundation
Fonda Espanya
Palau Montaner
In Reus:
Casa Navàs
Pere Mata Hospital

Don’t miss...

In Reus:
Gaudí’s life and works interpretation
centre
www.gaudicentre.cat
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COSTA DAURADA

WORLD HERITAGE LISTED SITES AND
MONUMENTS
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Tarraco
The Roman remains of Tarraco are of exceptional importance in the development
of Roman urban planning and design and served as the model for provincial
capitals elsewhere in the Roman world. Tarraco provides an eloquent testimony to
a significant stage in the history of the Mediterranean lands in antiquity.

Roman Walls
Archaeological Walk

Roman Amphitheatre

The Archaeological Walk around some of the historical centre
of Tarragona takes in the Roman Walls, the oldest and best
preserved monument in the city and the oldest Roman walls
dating from the time of Hispania. During the course of their
history, the walls once extended as far as 4.5 km.

Cruel spectacles, gladiator fights and animal hunts were all
put on this amphitheatre, built in the early 2nd century, which
measures 130 x 102 m. It is an exceptional site because on
top of the Roman edifice a basilica dedicated to the martyrs
was built in the 6th century and then a Romanesque church
was later erected in the 12th century.

PATRONAT MUNICIPAL DE TURISME DE TARRAGONA.
Tarragona has been pert of the Spanish World Heritage Cities Group since May 2006
www.tarragonaturisme.cat

TARRAGONA NATIONAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM
A centre for the preservation and exhibition of material evidence
illustrating the process of Romanisation of the Iberian Peninsula.
www.mnat.cat

COSTA DAURADA

Tarragona
www.museutgn.org

Tarragona
www.museutgn.org
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Early Christian Museum
And Necropolis
COSTA DAURADA

Tarragona
www.mnat.cat

One of the most important
burial grounds in the
Western Mediterranean
due to the high number
of graves found here. It
is currently possible to
visit only a small part of
the site. The sarcophagi
are held in the National
Archaeological Museum in
Tarragona.

Did you know ... ?
Tarraco was the capital of
the province of Hispania
Citerior, which covered
almost half of the lberian
Península.
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Roman theatre
Tarragona

The Roman Theatre of Tarraco was located in the lower part
of the city, beside the Forum of the Colony and the port area,
taking advantage of a steep hill for placing part of the tiered
seating. Remains of the three main parts of the building
can still be seen: the cavea (seating area), the orchestra
(the hemicycle at the foot of the seating area, reserved for
important figures) and the scaena (the stage and auxiliary
building). Built during the era of the Emperor Augustus on the
site of what may have been port warehouses, the installations
were gradually extended and remained in use until the end of
the second century AD, when they fell out of use as a theatre
and were employed for other purposes.

Colonial Forum

Roman Circus

Situated at the north-east end of the walled enclosure, this
forum consists of a porticoed square, a row of tabernae and
the curia. It is thought that much of the forum remains hidden
below other buildings.

This building was erected in the late 1st century and was used
for chariot races. Many of its structures are to be found inside
homes in the area, making it one of the best preserved Roman
circuses in western Europe.

COSTA DAURADA

Tarragona
www.museutgn.org

Temple

Tarragona
www.museutgn.org

Tarragona
www.tarragonaturisme.cat

Only a small part of this temple, dating from the 1st century,
can be viewed by visitors in the cloister of the cathedral,
which manages it.
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Praetorium (Provincial Forum)
COSTA DAURADA

Tarragona
www.museutgn.org

Berà Triumphal Arch
Roda de Berà
www.tarragonaturisme.cat

Roman tower altered in medieval
times that was originally one of the
corners of the provincial forum.
The forum consisted of two
large squares, one given over to
imperial worship and the other to
administration. The forum was of
considerable size, making it the
largest public square in the Roman
world, as the remains show.

El Mèdol Quarry
www.museutgn.org

This spectacular quarry is 9 km
from Tarragona on the Via Augusta.
At its centre stands an impressive
stone needle or obelisk, testimony
to the extraction works conducted
here.
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Situated some 20 km north of Tarragona, this simple and
extremely sober arch was built of blocks of local stone in the
time of Augustus (early 2nd century).

Tower Of The Scipios
COSTA DAURADA

Tarragona
www.mnat.cat

“Les Ferreres” Aqueduct
www.museutgn.org

Standing 6 km from Tarragona, this is one of the Tarraco
archaeological site’s most emblematic monuments. This
sepulchre from the first half of the 1st century.

Also known as the Devil’s Bridge, this aqueduct was one
element in the water supply system that carried water from
the Francolí River to Tarraco.The aqueduct is more than 200
m long and stands on the left-hand bank of the Francolí,
some 4 km from the centre of the city.
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Roman Villa of Centcelles Els Munts Villa
COSTA DAURADA

Constantí
www.mnat.cat
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This was the first place built inside the municipal boundaries of
Constantí, 6 km from Tarragona. During the first century, it was
converted into a country villa, and in the second half of the 3rd
century, the buildings were replaced by new constructions,
eventually turning them into a funerary monument.

Altafulla
www.mnat.cat

One of the most important groups of buildings of its kind in
Hispania due to its ornamental features, including mosaics,
sculptures and capitals.
Situated in Altafulla, some 20 km from Tarragona, it was the
residence of the governor Caius Valerius Avitus.

COSTA DAURADA

Royal Monastery of Santa
Maria de Poblet
Vimbodí-Poblet
www.poblet.cat
www.larutadelcister.info

Poblet
This Cistercian abbey in Catalonia is one of the largest in
Spain. The majestic monastery, which has a fortified royal
residence and contains the pantheon of the kings of
Catalonia and Aragon, is an impressive sight.

Built between the 12th and 18th centuries, the monastery
has been restored in modern times. It is made up of three
enclosures that stand inside an outer wall. The history of
Poblet dates back to 1150, when Ramon Berenguer IX gave
land in the Conca de Barberà to the Abbey of Fontfreda
to found a Cistercian monastery there. At the height of its
splendour in the 14th century, Poblet had jurisdiction over
seven baronies. The monastery’s financial power and
its increasing royal protection are reflected in the great
constructions of the 14th century, the magnificent library and
the scriptorium. The monastic community currently consists
of some 30 monks.
Did you know…?
This monastery is part of the
Cistercian Route.
Of the 343 abbeys of the
Benedictine Order in Europe,
three are in Catalonia:

Santa Maria de Poblet
Santes Creus
Santa Maria de Vallbona
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THE PYRENEES

WORLD HERITAGE LISTED SITES AND
MONUMENTS

26

Vall de Boí
The significant developments in Romanesque art and architecture in the churches
of the Vall de Boí testify to profound cultural interchange across medieval Europe,
and in particular across the mountain barrier of the Pyrenees. The Churches of the
Vall de Boí are an especially pure and consistent example of Romanesque art in a
virtually untouched rural setting.

ROMANESQUE CHURCHES OF THE VALL DE BOÍ
PATRONAT DE LA VALL DE BOÍ
The purpose of this centre is to publicise and vitalise the Vall
de Boí and its heritage, including the Romanesque ensemble
that has been declared world heritage. www.vallboi.com
MNAC
The paintings can be visited at the National Art Museum of
Catalonia (MNAC) in Barcelona.
www.mnac.cat

CENTRE DEL ROMÀNIC DE LA VALL DE BOÍ.
The Romanesque churches in the Vall de Boí are complemented
by a Romanesque interpretation Centre, which runs visits.
www.centreromanic.com
Did you know…?
The Pantocrator (Christ in Majesty) from Sant Climent
de Taüll is the emblematic image most frequently
used to represent the Catalan Romanesque.
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Sant Climent de Taüll
PIRINEUS

Taüll
www.vallboi.com
www.centreromanic.com
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Consecrated on 10 December 1123 by Ramon Guillem,
bishop of Roda Barbastro, the church of Sant Climent de
Taüll is built on the site of an eleventh century temple. It is
the prototype of the Basilican plan Romanesque church,
with three naves separated by columns and a wooden
gable roof, a head with three apses and a bell tower. The
Pantocrator of Sant Climent de Taüll is the image that has
been most used to represent Catalan Romanesque. The
original is preserved in the National Art Museum of Catalonia,
and the church contains a copy, together with parts of other
original paintings, including a scene of Cain and Abel. Three
Romanesque carvings complete the heritage ensemble that
is preserved inside the church.

Santa Maria de Taüll
Taüll
www.vallboi.com
www.centreromanic.com

The church of Santa Maria was consecrated on 11 December
1123, the day after the consecration of the church of Sant
Climent, showing that much funding was dedicated to the
Vall de Boí by the nobility of Erill in the early twelfth century.
Standing in the village centre, it appears to be the only church
in the valley that gave rise to a neighbouring settlement. Most
of the group of Romanesque mural paintings inside it were
removed and taken to Barcelona between 1919 and 1923,
like the others in the valley. Today the church contains a
reproduction of the central apse, presided by a scene of the
Epiphany with the Virgin Mary holding Baby Jesus in her lap
and the Three Kings offering gifts.

Sant Joan de Boí
PIRINEUS

Boí
www.vallboi.com
www.centreromanic.com

The remains of this parish church,
which once had three naves, consist
of an apse and the square bell tower in
the Lombard style. Inside are restored
reproductions of the murals that are now
held in the MNAC, with scenes showing
the stoning of St. Stephen, minstrels
and a bestiary. It is here that we are
best able to understand the function of
the paintings and to grasp the original
appearance of these churches.

Sant Feliu de Barruera
Barruera
www.vallboi.com
www.centreromanic.com

Architectural elements from the two great periods of
construction in the Vall de Boí – the 11th and 12th centuries
– are to be found in Sant Feliu de Barruera. The various
remodelling works show how the churches in the valley were
altered to suit the tastes and needs of the community they
served without interruption from the 12th century through to
the present day.

Santa Eulàlia d’Erill-la-Vall
Erill la Vall
www.vallboi.com
www.centreromanic.com

This restored 12th-century parish church once held the
famous sculptural group of the Descent from the Cross, now
divided between the MNAC and Vic Episcopal Museum.
Santa Eulàlia has one of the finest bell towers in the valley, a
slender, six-storey square tower with decoration typical of the
Lombard Romanesque.
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Santa Maria de Cardet
PIRINEUS

Cardet
www.vallboi.com
www.centreromanic.com
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This church has one of
the most spectacular
apses in the valley. The
church was built on a
steep mountain slope,
with the change in height
allowing a small crypt,
the only one in the valley,
to be built inside.

Sant Quirc de Durro
Durro
www.vallboi.com
www.centreromanic.com

Sant Quirc de Durro provides evidence of the importance of
the town of Durro in the Middle Ages. Notable features are
the large proportions of the nave, the bell tower, the sculpted
portal and the porch. The Romanesque image of Nicodemus
that was once part of a Descent from the Cross group piece
is exhibited inside the church.The shrine of Sant Quirc, situated at an altitude of 1,500 m on Durro mountain, dates from
the 12th century and is a small edifice with Baroque features.

L’Assumpció del Cóll
PIRINEUS

Cóll
www.vallboi.com
www.centreromanic.com

Inside the church are three Romanesque fonts: the baptismal
font, the holy water stoop and the vessel for oil.
The Pirineu Comtal trail:
A route to the origins of Catalonia
www.gencat.cat/diue/ambits/turisme/rutes/pirineucomtal
Did you know...?
The 13 Comtats
(Counties or
Earldoms) formed
the backdrop for
the creation of
Catalonia:

County of Berga
County of Besalú
County of Cerdanya
County of Empúries
County of Girona
County of Osona
County of Pallars Jussà
County of Pallars Sobirà
County of Ribagorça
County of Ripoll
County of Terres de l’Aran
County of Urgell
Vice-county of Cardona

Did you know...?
The Cultural Heritage Inventory includes 1117 churches,
812 chapels and 435 shrines, together with approximately
1600 castles, city walls, watchtowers and forts.
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THE MEDITERRANEAN
ARC IN CATALONIA
WORLD HERITAGE LISTED SITES AND
MONUMENTS
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Cave art
The ensemble of prehistoric cave paintings in the Eastern Spanish Mediterranean
Arc is the largest group of rock paintings in Europe and an exceptional testimony
to what life was like at a basic stage of human cultural development..

IBERIAN PENINSULA MEDITERRANEAN ARC
CAVE PAINTINGS IN CATALONIA

The Rock Shelters of the
Serra de Godall
Ulldecona
www.ulldecona.org
www.mac.cat

MUSEU D’ARQUEOLOGIA DE CATALUNYA
Passeig de Santa Madrona, 39-41 · Parc de Montjuïc
8038 Barcelona · Tel. 93 423 21 49 | Fax 93 424 56 30
Given the difficulty in accessing most of the cave paintings,
the Archaeology Museum of Catalonia has designed and
coordinated a Route on which Rock Art Interpretation Centres
explain the numerous existing rock paintings to visitors.
www.mac.cat
CENTRE D’INTERPRETACIÓ D’ART RUPESTRE DELS
ABRICS DE L’ERMITA
Carretera de Tortosa. Ermita de la Pietat · 43550 Ulldecona
(Montsià) · Tel. 977 57 33 94 - 977 57 30 34.
www.ulldecona.cat
CENTRE D’INTERPRETACIÓ DE L’ART RUPESTRE
MUNTANYES DE PRADES
Carrer Pedrera, 2 · 43400 Montblanc · Tel. 977 86 03 49.
www.mccb.cat
CENTRE D’INTERPRETACIÓ DEL CONJUNT RUPESTRE
DE LA ROCA DELS MOROS
Camí d’El Cogul a Albagés, km 1
25152 El Cogul (Les Garrigues)
www.mac.cat

In 1975, the first figures
were found of the rock
art in the Serra de
Godall in a small cave
in the long cliff. The find
prompted a campaign
of explorations that
resulted in the discovery
of 14 decorated rock
shelters. There are up to
386 figures to be seen
along the 500 metres of
the shelters, which are
privately owned. The
Interpretation Centre is
run by Ulldecona Town
Council.
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The Roca dels Moros
El Cogul
www.mac.cat

This is a cavity used
since Palaeolithic times
almost continuously by
man for some 5,000
years. As a result, it
is archaeologically
very rich. The nearby
town believed the
paintings were the
work of former Muslim
settlements and so the
place was popularly
known as the Roca
dels Moros (Rock of
the Moors).

Rock Art in the
Munyanes De Prades
Montblanc
www.mccb.es
www.mac.cat

The Muntanyes de Prades stand 1,200 m above sea level
and make up an interesting natural space consisting of a
long network of chains of hills and gullies where 15 sites with
evidence of rock art have been located. The rock shelters
are owned by private individuals and by the state. The
Interpretation Centre is in public ownership and is run by La
Conca de Barberà District Museum.
Did you know...?
The Ilercaones were the
tribal group that controlled
the final stretch of the
Ebro River at a time when
all long-distance transport
was done using boats..

Many traders of diverse origin
crossed these lands, resulting
in the wealth and variety
of objects found in Iberian
settlements and villages.

Did you know...?

The Roca dels Moros
cave paintings
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On the skirts of the
western side of the two
mountain ranges, Serra
de Montsià and

Serra de Godall, the largest
concentrations of thousandyear-old olive trees are found in
the entire area.

Other cave paintings listed as Mediterranean
Arc World Heritage sites in Catalonia:

CATALUNYA CENTRAL
· Cova dels Moros. El Cogul *
· La Pedra de les Orenetes. La Roca del Vallès
COSTA DAURADA
· El Portell de les Lletres - Mas d’en Llort - Mas d’en Ramon d’En Besso - Abric de la Baridana I, II - Mas d’en
Carles. Mas del Gran Britus I, II - Cova de les Creus. 		
Montblanc*
· Abric de Gallicant. Cornudella
· Abrics de l’Apotecari. Tarragona
· Abric de la Serra de la Mussara. Vilaplana
· Cabre Feixet. Cova de les Calobres. El Perelló
· Cova de l’Escoda. Balma d’en Roc. Cova del Racó d’en 		
Perdigó. Vandellòs
· Cova del Ramat - Cova del Cingle - Cova del Pi - Cova del
Taller. Tivissa
COSTA BARCELONA
· Cova dels Segarulls - Abric de Can Ximet - Abric de Can 		
Castellvi. Olèrdola
· Cova de Vallmajor. Albinyana
· Roca roja. La Llacuna

TERRES DE L’EBRE
· Abric d’Esquarterades I, II, III - Abric d’Ermites I, II III, IV,
V, VI, VII, VIII, IX. Ulldecona*
· Abric de Masets. Abric de les Llibreres. Freginals
· Prop de la Cova Pintada. Alfara de Carles
TERRES DE LLEIDA
· Abric del Barranc de Sant Jaume - Abric del Barranc de 		
Canà. La Granja d’Escarp
· Antona I, II, III. Artesa de Segre
· Balma del Pantà. Cova del Tabac. Camarasa
· Cova del Cogulló. Vilanova de Meià
· Cova dels vilasos o dels Vilars. Os de Balaguer
· La Vall de la Coma. Balma dels Punts. L’Albi
· Les Aparets I, II, III, IV. Alòs de Balaguer
· Pintures Rupestres d’Alfés. Alfés
· Roques Guàrdies. Borges Blanques
PIRINEUS
· Abric de la Vall d’Ingla. Bellver de Cerdanya
· Balma de les Ovelles. Tremp
· Roc del Rumbau o Roca dels Moros. Peramola
* these sites can be visited
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Els Castells
Under the motto “Strength, balance, courage and wisdom”,
castells (human towers) constitute one of Europe’s most genuine
and unique cultural displays. Dating back more than 200 years to
the area of Tarragona and, more specifically, to the town of Valls,
these human towers can reach up to ten storeys high and are
raised on a festive occasion. In recent years, this manifestation
of culture has burgeoned. Today there are 7,000 castellers, or
human tower builders, brought together in 60 colles, or teams,
which build some 16,000 human towers every year. This unique
tradition in the world was declared Intangible Cultural Heritage of
Humanity in November 2010. In its appraisal of the nomination,
UNESCO drew attention to the fact that human towers “are
recognised by Catalan people as an integral part of their cultural
identity, transmitted from generation to generation, and providing
community members with a sense of continuity, social cohesion
and solidarity”.
CENTRE DE LA CULTURA POPULAR I TRADICIONAL
http://cultura.gencat.cat/cpt

Castellers de Vilafranca.
Tres de Deu amb folre i manilles, carregat.
Festivities of Sant Feliu. Vilafranca del Penedès.
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La Patum de Berga
The Patum of Berga is a popular festival whose origin can be traced to medieval
festivities and parades accompanying the celebration of Corpus Christi, and
which has preserved its mix of profane and religious features. ft stands out from
the region’s other festivals owing to its richness and diversity, the preservation of
its medieval street theatre and its ritual components.

CATALUNYA CENTRAL

THE PATUM OF BERGA FESTIVITIES IN CENTRAL
CATALONIA

La Patum de Berga
Berga
www.lapatum.cat
www.bergueda.com/patum

Safeguarding this heritage guarantees the sustainability of
cultural diversity.
In November 2005, UNESCO recognised La Patum de
Berga – an ancient Catalan festival and the main tourist
attraction in Berga and the district – as a masterpiece of
World Oral and Intangible Heritage.
La Patum is not just a series of paratheatrical performances,
but also encompasses a whole host of emotional and
sentimental elements that are difficult to convey to those
who have never participated in the event. It begins on
Corpus Christi, celebrated on a Thursday, and lasts for four
days.
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Parc Natural del Montseny
CATALUNYA CENTRAL I COSTA BRAVA

www.diba.cat/parcs/montseny.htm

In 1978, UNESCO incorporated El Montseny into its world
network of biosphere reserves. El Montseny is a mosaic
of Mediterranean and Central European landscapes. Its
biodiversity is of universal importance and has inspired
artists, intellectuals and scientists.

The park is managed by the Natural Spaces Department of
the Diputació de Barcelona (Barcelona Provincial Council)
and the Department of the Environment of the Diputació
de Girona.
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TERRES DE L’EBRE
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The Ebro-Delta Natural Park
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Terres de l’Ebre
TERRES DEL L’EBRE

www.terresdelebre.travel

Terres de l’Ebre was added to UNESCO’s Biosphere Reserve
network on 28 May 2013. The area, which encompasses the
delta and the catchment area of the River Ebro, plays host to a
variety of estuarine and coastal ecosystems, found on its vast
beaches and in its unique natural spots that exhibit a wealth of
extraordinary flora and fauna: the mountains of Els Ports Natural

Park and the Ebro Delta Natural Park. The Ebro Delta is one
of Europe’s finest birdwatching spots owing to its richness
and abundance of birds. As one of the largest wetlands in the
western Mediterranean, paramount to the cultivation of rice,
it features tremendous biological diversity on account of the
confluence of sea, river and underground waters.
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Agència Catalana de Turisme

Passeig de Gràcia, 105, 3ª planta · 08008 Barcelona
Tel. (34) 934 849 900 · Fax (34) 934 849 888
act@gencat.cat
www.catalunya.com

CATALONIA TOURISM PROMOTION CENTRES
Benelux countries
info.act.bnl@gencat.cat
Central Europe
info.act.de@gencat.cat
China
promotion.act.cn@gencat.cat
France
promotion.act.fr@gencat.cat
Italy
info.act.it@gencat.cat
Latin America
info.act.latam@gencat.cat
Russia and Eastern Europe
info.act.ru@gencat.cat
Scandinavia
info.act.nordic@gencat.cat
South-East Asia and Pacific
info.act.sea@gencat.cat
Spain
turisme.blanquerna@gencat.cat
United Kingdom and Ireland
info.act.uk@gencat.cat
United States, Canada and Mexico
info.act.usa@gencat.cat
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